
August 2015                                                                                                                      Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’……. 
I don’t like operating outside my area of expertise, and given that my area is rather small and somewhat idio-
syncratic I often find myself  doing just that.   
Currently, for example, I am the chair of the Des Moines Presbytery’s Budget and Finance committee.  I can 
say without qualification that I am not qualified for this.  Strangely, they didn’t teach things like accounting 
and real estate law in seminary.  In the last week I have had to put together a report for the Presbytery that out-
lines our financial reality, and I have had to evaluate a lease agreement between the Presbytery and a daycare.  
(Thank God for generous Presbyterian accountants and real estate lawyers willing to help!) 
It occurs to me discipleship is an almost constant exercise in operating outside our areas of expertise.  Jesus 
called people who fished for a living, and asked them to be doctors, shamans, preachers, teachers, peacemak-
ers, social workers; in short, asked them to be faithful, whatever that meant at any given moment. 
Now sometimes working outside of our expertise is far from appropriate – it can be unethical (I know I need to 
draw the line at doing a triple bypass).  But many times there are less consequential things that we are asked to 
do that we need to step up and do in order to be faithful, even if we can’t do them particularly well. 
My experience on Budget and Finance has been a great reminder to me that we live in an imperfect world.  We 
don’t always get to do exactly what we want, and we don’t always get to do what we’re good at.  This is cer-
tainly true in the church.  People in our church who are great at fixing computers visit people in their homes.  
People who are amazing at visiting people in their homes sit on Session’s finance committee.   
We think it would be ideal if we could always match the right people with the right job, but I’m not so sure.  
Jesus didn’t screen for skill sets.  Jesus didn’t ask the disciples what their passions were.  Ultimately, joy is 
found not in doing what we love or doing things perfectly – it is found in doing things for the sake of bringing 
about God’s Realm.  We should use our God given gifts as best we can in service of God.  But we should also 
serve God in whatever way we are asked – whether by circumstance or design.  It can teach humility and re-
mind us that we are a part of something larger than ourselves. 
The disciples were bumbling fools who missed the point more often than not.  They were also extraordinary 
people who left what they knew, what they did best, for the sake of the Realm that Jesus showed them.  They 
were fish out of water, so to speak, for most of the time Jesus was alive.  But they kept going, they kept show-
ing up, they kept trying even when they had no skills or passions for the task at hand even though that some-
times meant things did not get done well.  Bless their hearts;  I think that’s a great picture of being faithful.   

I will stay on the Budget and Finance committee (and hope I don’t bring the whole Presbytery down) even 
though I feel like I’m constantly playing catch up.  I will also continue to be a pastor, doing the things I know 
and love best.  I am a part of communities – wonderful, quirky, broken, beautiful communities.  Because of 
that, both are required.  God does not expect perfection; God expects faithfulness.  I truly believe that’s good 
for me.  That’s good for us.  That’s good for God’s purposes.   
 
Peace, 
Pastor Kirsten 
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  LET US PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER… 
 
First Presbyterian Church has a committed group of people who spend time each day in prayer for people 
in our congregation and larger community.  They receive requests through our prayer chain, which is or-
ganized by our deacons.  If you have a prayer request for this group you can email it to Chris at  
deaconsfirstpres@gmail.com or contact the church office, 236-6059. 

 
 

September 13th  9:15 AM 
PreK-8th grade 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

      June     Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $  9,043 $64,914
 Budgeted  $10,214 $61,285 
 
  Total Income  $13,466 $75,129 
 Budgeted  $11,048 $66,910 
 
  Expenses  $10,794 $70,582 
 Budgeted  $11,434 $68,606 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  
CHANGES 

 
Jim Fyfe has a new address: 

927 First Avenue, BB217 



WORSHIP IN AUGUST 
August 2—Holy Communion.  Lectionary readings: 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51:1-12;  
Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35. 
August  9—Heifer Sunday. Lectionary readings:        
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm 130;                      
Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51. 
August 16—Food Pantry Sunday. Lectionary read-
ings: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm 111;                  
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58. 
August 23—Lectionary readings: 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 
10-11) 22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84; Ephesians 6:10-20;  
John 6:56-69. 
August 30—Lectionary readings: Song of Solomon 
2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27;   
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23. 

CHOIR BEGINS ON  
AUGUST 23 

Choir will begin rehearsing on 
Sunday, August 23 at 9:15.   
There are no auditions, no re-
quirements and no reservations 
necessary.  Everyone is encour-

aged to join the choir in offering music in our worship 
services every Sunday.  The choir is directed by Lyn 
Howerzyl and practices from  9:15 to 10:15  on Sun-
days mornings in the sanctuary. If you have questions, 
call the church office 236-6059. 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
In recent years and especially 2015 we have become aware of the terrible injustices that exist in law en-
forcement and the legal system.  It seems to be a good time to start a discussion within our community 
about what is happening.  We may find this book to be  a "Call to Action". 
I will be ordering books sometime in August and we can begin our discussion in September.  We will con-
sider the format and details of our discussion in the next month.  I will have a sign up sheet for buying 
books available in the near future.  Let me know what you think. 
                               Susan McIntyre     Omabluebird@gmail.com  
 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness   
by Michelle Alexander  
 
A longtime civil rights advocate and litigator, Michelle Alexander won a 2005 Soros Justice Fellowship and 
now holds a joint appointment at the Moritz College of Law and the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race 
and Ethnicity at Ohio State University.   
Praised by Harvard Law professor Lani Guinier as "brave and bold," this book directly challenges the no-
tion that the election of Barack Obama signals a new era of colorblindness. With dazzling candor, legal 
scholar Michelle Alexander argues that "we have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redes-
igned it."  



 
Linda Cranston for organiz-
ing the annual rummage sale.  
And thanks to all who helped 
for putting in many person-
hours to help pull it off. 

Al Ricks for  organizing the Seussical all-church 
event Saturday, July 18. And to all who helped 
with the “fantastical” evening. 
David Cranston, Linda Cranston, Al Ricks, 
Carey Krull, Janice Logan,  Chrissy Hazlett 
for the work they have been doing with the Food 
Recovery Network. 
Marta Miller for attending the special meeting 
of Presbytery in August. 

RUMMAGE SALE THANK YOU. 
Thanks to all the great helpers and donors of 
items to the annual rummage sale. We raised a 
little under $1500. Special thanks to Al Ricks, 
Carey Krull, Phil McCune and friends who 
helped set up the tables and bring all the items 
from the storage rooms to the fellowship hall and 
to Chris Day, Russ and Doty Stoker, Bob and 
Carol Weisskopf, Susan Schwengels, Janice 
Logan, Marta Miller, Janet Carl, Barb Erquist, 
Krissy Hazlett, Selva Lehman and Meredith 
Breiting for helping with the pricing and organiz-
ing, and to Barb and Doty for being cashiers for 
two days. Also to Karla Kriegel, David Isch, 
Shelley Cranston, Chris Brown, and a lot of those 
already thanked for the cleanup brigade. If I 
missed anyone, I apologize. 
Linda Cranston 

IT WAS A SEUSSICAL EVENING! 
Thirty-seven members and friends of the church enjoyed a magical “Seussical” meal on 
July 18, prior to attending the “Seussical, the Musical” community theatre production.  A 
variety of Dr. Seuss-themed foods were prepared, and the Fellowship Hall was decorated 
in a Dr. Seuss manner.  Fun for all! 
Thank you to Irma Arnaman for making the “Green Eggs” (where did she find such egg-
laying hens?), to Miriam Baumann for the “Salamagoox” egg salad, to Susan McIntyre for 
the “Cat in the Hat” parfaits, to Janice Logan for “10 Apples on top” and “Truffala Trees,” 
to Chris and Denis Day for the Seuss-themed decorations, and to a friend who made a spe-

cial donation to support  the meal. 
Congratulations to Rich Thorson and Chloe Baumann, for their outstanding work in “Seussical, the Mu-
sical!” 
We strengthen our life together as a church family by enjoying each other’s presence in times of fun.  
Thank you all.  Up next—Presbytemberfest on a Sunday in September! 

Al ricks, all-church events coordinator. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

3 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Worship 
Committee 

4 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 
 
2:30-6:30 Food 
Distribution 

5 
 
10:00 Christian 
Ed Committee 
 
 
6:00 Expecta-
tions Group 

6 7 
12:00 Lectionary 
Bible Study 

8 

9 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

10 11 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 
 
5:30-7:00 Sec-
ond Mile 

12 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Session 

13 14 
12:00 Lectionary 
Bible Study 

15 

16 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

17 18 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

19 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Deacons 

20 21 
12:00 Lectionary 
Bible Study 

22 

23 
9:15 Choir 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

24 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

25 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 

26 27 
 
10:30 Newsletter 
Mailing 

28 
12:00 Lectionary 
Bible Study 

29 

30 
9:15 Choir 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

31      

August 2015 



PASTOR KIRSTEN WILL BE ON STUDY 
LEAVE JULY 26 – JULY 31, AND ON VACA-

TION AUGUST 13TH – 18TH. 
If you have a pastoral need during those times, please 
call the office and you will be connected with a pastor. 
The study leave and vacation also give the congregation 
a wonderful opportunity to hear two guest preachers.  
Both are wonderful and promise to provide wisdom and 
insight for our faith journeys. 
The first is our own Tom Moore, who has always pro-
vided meaningful sermons in the past.  The second is 
Caleb Elfenbein, a professor of religion at Grinnell Col-
lege.  Caleb’s specialty is in the area of Islamic Studies.  
He will surely bring us a timely word given the many 
ways people of different faiths encounter one another in 
our world today.  Enjoy! 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
AUGUST 
  2—Liturgist: Mary Anne Nickle 
        Greeter: Dallas and Lola Sterk 
        Deacon: Phil McCune 
        Ushers :  Linda Stoll, John Martenson 
        Coffee: Linda Stoll 
        Acolyte:  Peter Simpson 
        Van Driver: David Cranston 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Sue Ahrens 
        Communion Servers: Mary Anne Nickle,  
                Russ Stoker, Char Ewan 
         Offering counter: Russell Stoker 
  9—Liturgist: Erik Simpson 
        Greeter:  Donna Winburn 
        Deacon: Doty Stoker 
        Ushers : Russ Stoker, Irma Arnaman 
        Coffee: Debbie Schade 
        Acolyte: Alana Ferguson 
        Van Driver:  Carey Krull 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Evelyn Freeman 
16—Liturgist: Selva Lehman 
        Greeter: Debbie Schade 
        Deacon: Suzanne Redenius 
        Ushers : Montie Redenius, Tom Moore 
        Coffee: Marie Eisenman 
        Acolyte: Zach Nickle 
        Van Driver:  Norm Schroeder 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Emily Moore 
23—Liturgist: Janet Carl 
        Greeter: Montie & Suzanne Redenius 
        Deacon: Denise and Richard Creps 
        Ushers : Chris Day 
        Coffee: Denise and Richard Creps 
        Acolyte: Julio Parmley 
        Van Driver:  Montie Redenius 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Marta Miller 
30—Liturgist: Rich Thorson 
        Greeter: Ramona McCaw 
        Deacon: Kendall Nickle 
        Ushers : Mary Anne  & Damien Nickle 
        Coffee: Al and Donna Ricks 
        Acolyte: Peter Simpson 
        Van Driver:  Carey Krull 
        Nursery Volunteer: Jill Kaiseer 
        Cake Baker: Doty Stoker 
         

SEPTEMBER 
  6—Liturgist: Char Ewan 
        Greeter:  Chrissy Hazlett 
        Deacon:  
        Ushers : Gail and Stan Greenwald 
        Coffee: 
        Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
        Van Driver:  Montie Redenius 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Linda Cranston 
        Communion servers:  Char Ewan, 
                 Tom Moore, John Martenson 
        Offering counter: Linda Cranston 

BRING THE WORLD TO YOUR HOME 
 
 Host families are needed for international students who 
arrive a few days before the dorms open at Grinnell Col-
lege.  This can be a mutually rewarding experience.  The 
Host Family Program matches families with newly ar-
rived international students.  While they encourage fami-
lies to make arrangements for the student to stay in their 
home for a few days during orientation, they also wel-
come families who would like to make friends and pro-
vide support for a student during the year, but who are 
unable to host the student in their home.  To volunteer or 
for more information, call the Office of International Stu-
dent Services, 269-3703.  Read about the program and 
complete the on-line Family Participation Form today!  
http://www.grinnell.edu/offices/studentaffairs/oiss/servic
es/hostfamilyprogram/ 

 
 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

  2–Sue Keenan 
  4-Miles McIntyre 
  5–Sheryl Parmley, Emily Sortor 
  6–Martin Stuhr-Rommereim  
  9–Sue Ahrens 
           22-Kris DeWild 
           24-Katie Hoisington 
           25-Dennis Day 
           26-Deidre Freeman 
           29-Karen Phillips 
           30-Suzanne Nekola 
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