
April 2015                                                                                                                 Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’… 

It’s the Easter season again, and that means Easter People!!  Each week, using the scripture, I will be cele-
brating people I think have lived lives of resurrection on this side of the grave.   
All human beings are imperfect (shocking, I know).  The folks we will learn about are complicated people 
making extremely difficult decisions about what it means to be faithful – all of them with their lives on the 
line.  We will explore whether we think their decision was the right one, but we will also look at how seri-
ously they took their faith and what it means to sacrifice for the sake of follow Christ. 
In other words, this year’s theme will be martyrs.  That might sound a bit gruesome to some of you (and 
maybe it is).  But martyrdom has been a part of the Christian story since the very beginning.  In fact we will 
begin our journey of martyrs  with Stephen, who we read about in the book of Acts.   
I do want to assure you that I will not delve into the gory details of how people were martyred, though we 
can assume these were painful, drawn out deaths in most cases.  I have very little stomach for these details, 
so my focus will be on their lives and how they made the decisions they did – what was at stake for them. 
I will also be talking about the tradition of martyrdom in general, asking the complex question of whether it 
is a faithful decision.  We will look at stories that might make us question the wisdom of these folks, even 
as we admire their earnest and genuine faith.  Too often martyrs are romanticized, and we can certainly see 
how, in the extremes of all our faith traditions, it can get seriously twisted into something that serves to fur-
ther extremism.  It can, though it seems like a paradox, be self-aggrandizing and narcissistic.   
The people we will look at were not extremists in my opinion.  I have intentionally chosen people we will 
likely admire, even as we might question their decisions.   
The martyrs I will be talking about are Stephen, William Tyndale and Sir Thomas Moore (we will look at 
them together – one died for his support of the reformation, and one for his opposition), Saint Magdalene of 
Nagasaki (a Christian in Japan in the 1630s), Toribio Romo Gonzalez (died in 1928 and is considered the 
patron saint of immigrants), Tom Fox (taken hostage and killed in Iraq in 2005), and Kayla Mueller (a hu-
manitarian aid worker in Syria killed earlier this year).   
I hope this will be a fruitful series.  As always, I look forward to celebrating Easter with you – all seven 
weeks of it! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Kirsten 
           (Note:  See insert for a note from pastor Kirsten 
                      that, for those who would like,  will be  
                      discussed after worship this Sunday. 
                      For those receiving this electronically, 
                       it will follow as a  separate document.) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 

2 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
 
 
7:00 Maundy 
Thursday Ser-
vice 

3 
 
12:00 Lenten 
Service, Herrick 
Chapel 

4 

5 8:00 Sunrise 
Service 
9:00 Brunch 
9:15 Choir 
10:30 Worship 
Holy Commun-
ion 
2:00 Turlach Ur 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Bell Choir 

7 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
 
4:30 Prayer 
Time 
6:00 Scouts 

8 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
 
 
6:30 Session 

9 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

10 
 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

11 
 
9:00-12:00 
League of 
Women Voters 

129:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
Heifer Sunday 
M&M Sunday 
College Group 
2:00 Turlach Ur 
7:00 Taize  
7:00 Book 
Group 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Bell Choir 

14 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 
Time 
5:30 2nd Mile 
6:00 Scouts 

15 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
 
 
6:30 Deacons 

16 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

17 
 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

18 

19 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
Third Sunday 
Potluck/Food 
Pantry Sunday 
3:00 to 8:00 
Pow Dems 
7:00 Book 

20 
 
Newsletter 
deadline 
 
 
5:00 Bell Choir 

21 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
2:30-6:30 Food 
Distributon 
4:30 Prayer 
Time 
6:00 Scouts 
6:30 Cares 

22 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

23 
 
10:30 Newslet-
ter Mailing 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

24 
 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

25 

26 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
Birthday Sun-
day 
1:00 Kids 
Against Hunger  
2:00 Turlach Ur 
7:00 Book 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Bell Choir 

28 
10:00 to 11:00 
Hospice Care 
Givers 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
4:30 Prayer 
Time 
5:00 LOWV 
6:00 Scouts 

29 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

30 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
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SYNOD SCHOOL JULY 26-31 
Synod School is a learning and personal enrichment experience for people of all ages.  The week is 
designed for laity and clergy, individuals and families.  Classes and activities are available for 
adults, youth, and children. 
Each day begins with intergenerational worship, after which the children and youth leave to enjoy 
their classes and activities for the day. The adults hear a keynote speaker, then they disperse to their 
classes for the day.  Everyone comes together for meals, and each evening there is another intergen-
erational worship. 
There is a wide, wide range of classes – some more experiential, some more academic, and every-
thing in between.  The classes are taught by experts in that area. 
The keynote speaker this year is Theresa Cho, co-pastor at St. John’s Presbyterian Church in San 
Francisco.  She has a passion for child advocacy, creating intergenerational worship experiences, 
and urban ministry.  She has published articles and written blogs in Christian Century, Sojourners, 
and has her own site, Still Waters (www.theresacho.com). 
This year, as in the past, Marta Miller and Pastor Kirsten and Lydia will be attending, and would 
love to have anyone else who wants to see what it’s all about!  If you are interested, contact Pastor 
Kirsten for more information. 

MODERATOR AND VICE MODERATOR ISSUE LETTER ON MARRIAGE 
AMENDMENT 

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Presbyteries have been engaged in conversation, discernment, and prayer concerning the recommenda-
tions from the  221st General Assembly (2014) in the nine months since Detroit, Michigan.  Today, 
Amendment 14F ( On Amending W-4 9000 Marriage) received the required majority from the presbyter-
ies. 
The approved amendment of the Book of Order  lifts up the sanctity of marriage and the commitment of 
loving couples within the church.  It also allows teaching elders to exercise their pastoral discretion in 
officiating weddings and in doing so “...the teaching elder may seek the counsel of the session, which 
has authority to permit or deny the use of church property for a marriage service.” 
Though we know that this amendment received the necessary majority for approval we encourage the 
congregations, presbyteries, and synods of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to continue to be in conver-
sation about marriage and family.  We hope that such “up/down” voting does not mark the end, but the 
continuation of our desire to live in community, a partnership that requires prayer, the study of Scripture, 
listening to and with one another, and a dedication to partnership in the midst of our diversity of opinion. 
We trust that God whose Word brought Creation into being is also the same Word that speaks to us to-
day.  With confidence, we believe that God calls the Church into living as a transformative community 
that embraces the call to be God’s beloved community in the world. 
 
Ruling elder Heath K. Rada    The Reverend Larissa Kwong Abazia 
Moderator, 221st General Assembly (2014)  Vice Moderator, 221st General Assembly (2014) 



Susan McIntyre for her banner we used 
during Lent.  It’s wonderful to have a vis-
ual way for the children, and all of us, to 
imagine the journey we take to the cross 
and beyond. 

All those who provided cookies and bars for Jerry 
Doonan’s funeral reception.  They were plentiful and much 
appreciated. 
Doty Stoker and Marlene Peak for organizing the funeral 
lunch for Lowell McClure.  And thanks to all who helped 
provide food, helped to serve the lunch, and helped to 
setup and cleanup. 
Chris Day for organizing the First Annual First Pres Talent 
Show!  And to all the incredible talent displayed that 
night. 
Ed and Karen Phillips for hosting the College Student 
Lunch this month 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER 
 
The next packaging event for Kids 
Against Hunger will be held Sun-
day April 26. A sign-up sheet will 
be in fellowship hall. We especially 
welcome new people to this worthy 
project. The team shifts are 45 min-
utes. The time slot will be 1:00. 
Thanks to all who have partici-
pated, and an invitation to those of 
you who would like to give it a try. 
It is an hour of fun teamwork.    
Financial support if you cannot 
package is always welcome. 

TALENT SHOW THANK YOU 
Thank you to all who helped make the March Tal-
ent Show a success!  The talent was terrific, the 
food was outstanding and our time together was 
priceless!  Many helped behind the scenes to make 
the event what may become an annual event. 

 
The All Church Events Committee of the  

Christian Education Committee 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
NEWS 

All women are invited to the Montezuma 
Presbyterian Church for a Springtime Tea 
on Wednesday April 1 at 1:00 pm.  If able 
to attend please let Janice Logan know. 
(236-4737 ) 

 
“M & M” Sunday—The annual Muffins 
for Mission Medical Kits will be held on 
Sunday, April 12 during the coffee time fol-
lowing the church service.  Donation bas-
kets will be available for this worthwhile 
mission project. 
 

WORSHIP IN APRIL 
April 5—Resurrection of the Lord/Easter. Holy 
Communion. Lectionary readings: Acts: 10:34-43 or 
Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 
15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or Mark 
16:1-8. 
April 12—Second Sunday of Easter. Lectionary 
readings: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 11-2:2; 
John 20:19-31. 
April 19—Third Sunday of Easter. Lectionary 
reading: Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 
24:36b-48. 
April 26— Fourth Sunday of Easter. Lectionary 
readings: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; 
John 10:11-18. 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
   February       Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $11,874 $24,997 
 Budgeted  $10,214 $20,428 
 
  Total Income  $12,351 $26,718 
 Budgeted  $11,152 $22,303 
 
  Expenses  $  9,305 $26,031 
 Budgeted  $11,434 $22,869 

     
via snail mail for various causes.  If you have 
any of those, or other kinds of stickers, they 
could surely be used in the kids’ worship 
bags.  We seem to go through a lot of these.  
Just bring them to church and give them to 
Donna Ricks. Thanks!!



SPECIAL SERVICES DURING 
HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday:  March 29 at 10:30 
Maundy Thursday:  April 2 at 7 p.m. 
Good Friday:  April 3 at noon – at Herrick 
Chapel on Grinnell College Campus 
Easter Sunday:  Sunrise at 8:00 a.m.  
     Easter Brunch in between  
                           services 
     Traditional at 10:30 a.m. 

Library Updates 
     Gail Greenwald has headed a volunteer group including Cheryl Neubert and Joy Krull to make improve-
ments in the church’s library.  The books have been organized and some of the multiple copies donated 
elsewhere. Marta Miller painted behind the shelves before the books were re-shelved.  
     David Isch, Facilities Committee member, will paint the library closet so that Marv Doty can build new 
shelves.  Memorial money has been given for the building supplies. 
     In the near future Gillian and Alana Ferguson will work with Donna Ricks to organize the children’s li-
brary housed in one of the elementary classrooms.  
     Thank you to all who have been involved in this project. 

THANK YOU TO OUR COFFEE MAK-
ERS/CLEANUP, CAKE BAKERS. . . 

…in March Irma Arnaman, Marlene and Ray Peak, 
Al and Donna Ricks, Russell and Doty Stoker, Deb-
bie Schade,  Cake bakers Suzanne Nekola and 
Chrissy Hazlett. 
We could use your help, please sign up on the list on 
the Kiosk in Fellowship Hall.   Thanks! 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 
Chicken Casserole 
9x13  serves 10 
2 cups uncooked macaroni 
2 ½ C milk 
1 can Cream of Celery Soup, undiluted 
1 can Cream of Mushroom Soup, undiluted 
2 C grated cheddar cheese, save a handful to 
use on top          
2 Tbs. dried onion flakes 
1 large can of can of Chopped Chicken plus 
broth equal to: 2 C chicken 
Mix above ingredients and pour into baking 
dish.  Cover & refrigerate overnight.  
Take out 1 hour before baking.  Sprinkle with 
buttered bread crumb & additional 
cheese.  Bake 1 hour uncovered at  350  Let 
stand a few minutes before serving to set up. 
Vegetarian version: omit chicken & broth, 
add  16 oz. package of broccoli florets & extra 
cheese. 

 Marlene Peak  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 4—Randy German 
 5—Char Ewan 
 11—Lorrie Shiver 
 14—Deb Martenson 
 14—Phil McCune 
 22—Cole German 
  26—Elizabeth Trimmer 
 28—Carey Krull 
 29—Stiven Parmley  

 

WORSHIP BAGS FOR  
CHILDREN 

     Often stickers are received in our home 
via snail mail for various causes.  If you have 
any of those, or other kinds of stickers, they 
could surely be used in the kids’ worship 
bags.  We seem to go through a lot of these.  
Just bring them to church and give them to 
Donna Ricks. Thanks!! 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
April 
  5—Liturgist: Donna Ricks 
        Greeter:  Chrissy Hazlett 
        Deacon: Tom Moore 
        Ushers: Gail and Stan Greenwald 
        Coffee: Karla Kriegel 
        Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
        Van Driver:  Carey Krull 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Sue Ahrens 
        Communion Servers: Donna Ricks,  
                     Karen Phillips, John Martenson 
        Offering Counter: John Martenson 
12—Liturgist: Tom Moore 
        Greeter: Ramona McCaw 
        Deacon: Doty Stoker 
        Ushers: Russ Stoker, Linda Stoll 
        Coffee: Janice Logan 
        Acolyte: Pete Simpson 
        Van Driver:  Montie Redenius 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Jill Kaiser 
19—Liturgist: Janet Carl 
        Greeter: Bob and Carol Weisskopf 
        Deacon: Jim Ahrens 
        Ushers: Mary and Marv Doty 
        Coffee: Marlene and Ray Peak 
        Acolyte: Julio Parmley 
        Van Driver:  Norm Schroeder 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Emily Moore 
 26—Liturgist:  Dan McCue 
        Greeter: Debbie Schade 
        Deacon: Suzanne Redenius 
        Ushers: Montie Redenius, Chris Day 
        Coffee:  
        Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
        Van Driver:  Carey Krull 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Marta Miller 
        Cake Baker: Greenwalds 
May 
   3—Liturgist:  Karen Phillips 
        Greeter: Art Heimann 
        Deacon: Tom Moore 
        Ushers: Emily Moore,  Rich Thorson 
        Coffee:  
        Acolyte: Miles McIntyre 
        Van Driver:  Montie Redenius 
        Nursery Volunteer:  Linda Cranston 
        Communion Servers: Karen Phillips,  
                  Susan McIntyre,  Mary Anne Nickle 
        Offering Counter: Karen Phillips 

 

CWU PANCAKE BREAKFAST  
THANK YOU 

Thank you to the church for allowing us to use the kitchen 
and fellowship hall to host the CWU pancake breakfast 
Saturday, March 14th. Also, a big thank you to all  of you 
who came to have pancakes with us. The support from 
this congregation is very gratifying. The money raised 
will be divided between Kids Against Hunger and MICA. 

THANK YOU, RUSS STOKER! 
     In case you happened to be in the church a few weeks 
ago and noticed someone crawling around on the sanctu-
ary floor, your eyes were not playing tricks on you.  It 
was our new co-chair of the Facilities Committee who 
took on the project of fixing the damaged pew legs, Russ 
Stoker. Our estimation is that he spent well over 20 hours 
of time! After consultation with Art Heimann, who had 
helped put the pews together when they were first new 
many years ago, Russ took on the project and did a mar-
velous job!  Thank you, Russ, for your time and expertise.  

LENTEN BOOK STUDY  
We will continue to read from Listening for God until we 
have read all eight chapters of the book.  We  will  meet 
on Sunday nights at 7 PM.  There will be no meeting on 
Easter, April 5.   
Everyone is welcome.  If you would like a copy of the 
book or one of the stories, please let Susan McIntyre 
know.   
We will soon be planning for a summer all church 
read.  If you have books to nominate please contact 
Susan at Omabluebird@gmail.com 
 

COMMUNITY MEAL THANK YOU 
     Many, many thanks to each of you who donated salads 
or bars/cookies, came early to Davis School to prepare 
food and set-up, served food, or cleaned up.  Thirty people 
were in various ways involved. This mission project could 
not be possible without the concerted effort of so many of 
this congregation.  – Donna Ricks and Mary Lou Doty 



Let’s Have a Cleaning Party, So . . .   
Wear Your Work Clothes to Church! 

 
Yes, that’s right!  On Sunday, May 3, please wear work clothes to 

worship.  WHY?  We are so glad you asked!  A church cleaning day is being 
planned.  We will do some outdoor work (if the weather permits) and clean 
inside.   

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MARCH SESSION MEETING – 
                             with thanks to Session Clerk, Char Ewan for the original minutes 
     Selva Lehman and Debbie Schade met with the Session and were affirmed as new members to come be-
fore the congregation with Selva becoming an affiliate member and Debbie joining by reaffirmation of 
faith.  Maggie Hoffstetter will also be joining on profession of faith. 
How I came to believe what I do 
Last month Pastor Kirsten described the process that will allow our congregation to move forward and 
make decisions in the future driven by faith.  As part of the process a seed group has been formed consist-
ing of Donna Ricks, Dan McCue, Chris Day, Ray Peak and Barb Erquist.  To begin this process the Session 
members broke into duos to share how each came to believe what we do. 
Reports from Working Groups 
Facilities: Russ has fixed the pews. There will be a walk-through of the church by the committee members. 
All-church clean up day is Sunday, May 3 after worship.  Kitchen faucets have been ordered and will be 
installed soon.  
Education: Sunday, May 17 during the children’s time there will be a surprise to celebrate the end of the 
Sunday school year.  The Adult Education class is reading from “The Listening to God” series.  An adult 
education class is being planned for the summer.  The talent show was a great success.  The next all church 
event will be during the summer – music in the park or after the play.  A committee is being formed to dis-
cuss the expectations of what our children need to learn in Sunday school by age group.  
Communications: Donna passed out to each chair a sheet with names of people willing to serve on various 
committees and sub-committees.   
Memorials: This new committee has four members and will meet for the first time in March. 
Presbytery Report: Commissioner Marta Miller highlighted an update on the Cottage Grove Mission Cen-
ter including the sale of the current Presbytery offices.  Amendments to the Constitution proposed by the 
221st General Assembly were passed as recommended. 
New Business 
Communion to homebound members: Elders Tom Moore, Donna Ricks and Janice Logan assisted Pastor 
Kirsten during the month of February. 
Meeting with confirmands:  Prior to their membership into the church which will be Easter Sunday Ses-
sion will meet with Amber, Stiven, and Damien. 
Donation request to Drake Community Library: The Session affirmed a request made by Gail 
Greenwald to draft a letter to Drake Community Library thanking them for the volunteer support in archiv-
ing our church’s historical records and to make a $200 donation to the General GIF Fund of the Drake 
Community Library.   
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kirsten brought the session up to date on her personal efforts in working with the 
Grinnell Regional Medical Center Board of Trustees on its program to provide a positive healthcare culture. 
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