
September 2017                                                                                                          Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’… 
At the vigil in response to Charlottesville this past Sunday evening, one of the speakers offered a reading list to the group.  He 
was suggesting that, in a town that is somewhere in the neighborhood of 87% white, it can be hard to hear the voices of people 
of color.  We have to be more intentional. 
 
In that spirit, I want to share his list with you…and add to it.  I have been trying over the past few years to increase the diversity 
of people I read and listen to. I have paid special attention to the voices I hear day-to-day, commenting on what’s going on in the 
world.  This includes bloggers and podcasts and commentators/satirists. 
 
This list is not scientific in any way.  These are just some of the folks I think are smart and faithful.  Given current events, and 
space limitations, I’m focusing on authors who are Black.  If you’re interested in a longer, more diverse list, let me know!!! 
 
List from the vigil: 
James Baldwin 
“Letter from a Region in my Mind” (1962); If Beale Street Could Talk (1974); “On Being White…And Other Lies” (1984) 
 
Ta-Nehisis Coates 
Between the World and Me (2015); “My President Was Black” (2017) 
 
Toni Morrison 
Beloved (1987) 
 
Bloggers/People to follow on Facebook: 
 
Rev. Dr. J Herbert Nelson:  J Herbert is the Stated Clerk of the PC(USA).  He writes regular articles on the PC(USA) website.  
oga.pcusa.org/section/state-clerk/stated-clerk 
 
Rev. Traci D. Blackmon:  Traci is the Acting Executive Minister of Justice and Witness Ministries in the United Church of 
Christ.  I follow her on facebook, and have learned a great deal from her over the last couple of years.  She also blogs at Huff-
post.  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/rev-traci-blackmoon 

 
Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney:  Wil is Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible at Brite Divinity School.  Like Traci, I follow her on face-
book, and read her blog which is found on her website:  http://www.wilgafney.com/ 

 
Finally, if you need a little humor (and don’t mind a couple of bad words), Hari Kondabolu and W. Kamau Bell have a podcast 
called “Politically Re-Active.”  It’s smart, funny, and challenging. 
 
There are obviously so many more possibilities; writers, poets, comedians, and we haven’t even touched on the world of music!  
We can all do a better job of increasing the diversity of voices we let into our heads.  Who do you read?  What do you listen to? 
 
Happy Back to School! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Kirsten 
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TAKE AWAY HUNGER 
(FORMERLY KIDS 
AGAINST HUNGER) 
Take Away Hunger will have 
three packaging events this school 

year:  Sunday, November 5, 2017, Sunday, 
February 18, 2018 and Sunday, April 15, 
2018.  We will have sign-up sheets before each 
of these dates.  We will have the 1:00 p.m. time 
slot for all three.  It costs $360 for each team to 
cover the cost of the food and shipping.  Those 
who wish to make donations can give a check to 
the church, with Take Away Hunger (or our old 
KAH) in the memo line. 

MEALS ON WHEELS:  
 SEPTEMBER 18-29 

We would love volunteers to participate in this 
great community program.  Volunteers deliver 

lunch to people in need in Grinnell.  Sign up for a route on 
the sheet in fellowship hall.  If you haven’t done Meals on 
Wheels before and would like to, someone will accompany 
you on the first day.  The  pick up location is First Baptist 
Church, located at 925 East Street and enter inside the 
south east door and use the elevator or stairs to the 
lower level. 

SUMMER READ DISCUSSION—TWO 
OPPORTUNITIES! 

We have spent the summer reading and exploring 
the thoughts introduced in the book “A Hope More Powerful Than 
the Sea:  The Journey of Doaa Al Zamel:  One Refugee’s Incredi-
ble Story of Love, Loss and Survival, by Melissa Fleming.  Even if 
you have not read the book, you are invited to join in the discus-
sion on either Wednesday, September 6 at 6:30 p.m. or Sunday, 
September 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the church.  If you can attend 
please send Susan McIntyre an email at omabluebird@gmail.com 
to let her know which one you plan to attend.  If you cannot attend 
either one please let Susan know and then there may be another 
time for discussion.  In our discussion we shall discuss how read-
ing this story makes us feel.  Then we can talk about what further 
acttivities we might do to maintain awareness of the situation.  It 
looks to be an enlightening gathering for all. 

CROP WALK:  OCTOBER 7TH AT 10 A.M.—MEET AT FIRST  
PRESBYTERIAN CHRUCH 

This year’s CROP Walk will be a little different – a new date, time, and place.  We will be walking 
on a Saturday morning this year, and our route will take us through Grinnell’s downtown district. 

Through Church World Service's annual Crop Walk, local communities all over the United States and in towns 
like Grinnell get involved in God's program of passion and compassion.  
Join the annual Grinnell Crop Walk on Saturday, October 7th.  There will be a walking contingent from our con-
gregation – and the bigger the better!  You can also participate by pledging money to support one of our walkers.  
Look for a signup sheet in fellowship hall.  Donations can also be made online by going to 
www.crophungerwalk.org and using the “search for walker” input on the form or search for walk form.  Cur-
rently Linda Cranston is registered for online donations.  We left a blank in the last name, so it comes up as Cra 
Nston, which could make it hard to find.  If you have additional questions or would like to support a walker 
please contact Linda Cranston or Marta Miller.  Ending Hunger one Step at a Time! Please join us! 

September 10th 
at  

9:15 a.m. 
PreK-4th 

 grade 
 

Plan to attend! 

Memories of our lives, of our works and our deeds 
will continue in others.  -Rosa Parks 



LECTIONARY IN SEPTEMBER 
September 3— 13th Sunday after Pentecost.  
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Exodus 3:1-15; 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Romans 12:9-21; Mat-
thew 16:21-28. 
September 10—14th Sunday after Pentecost.  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Exodus 12:1-14; 
Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20. 
September 17— 15th Sunday after Pentecost.  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Exodus 14:19-
31; Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21; Romans 
14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35. 
September 24— 16th Sunday after Pentecost.  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Exodus 16:2-15; 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45: Philippians 1:21-30; Mat-
thew 20:1-16.   

 
SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

 
 6–Doty Stoker   18-Evelyn Freeman      
 8–Carolyn Jacobson        Karla Kriegel 
 10-Marlene Peak  28-Hanna McCue 
 13-Dan McCue  29-Chrissy Hazlett 
 15-Peggy German        Rylie Imhoff 
      Dorothy Inouye  30-Darwin Kinne 
 17-Ralph Lemke 
                  Linda Cranston 

FOOD RECOVERY NET-
WORK 
We are again in need of clean 
plastic food containers with lids; 

cool whip, cottage cheese or margarine contain-
ers work best.  Please leave them at the church.  
If you would like to help serve the food occa-
sionally, we can still use a few more volunteers 
to fill in when our regulars are not available.  
Contact Linda or Dave Cranston at 641-990-
1610, or let Sheryl in the office know of your 
interest. 
This summer First Presbyterian Church along 
with its Food Recovery Network Partners have 
served food to a record number of people on 
Tuesdays. 

DIRECTORY CHANGE  
Art Heimann 
619 Park Street—Apt. B-210 

Autumn shows us how beautiful it is 
to let things go.  - Unknown 

SYNOD SCHOOL UPDATE 
Over 700 people attended the Synod School in Storm Lake, 
Iowa the week of July 23-28.  Attending from First Presbyte-
rian Church in Grinnell were Pastor Kirsten and Lydia, 
Janice Logan and Marta Miller.  A great week was had by 
all! 

Start the day with prayer and praise.  Before you get up each 
day, take a moment to praise God and ask for God’s help in 
seeing the good in the day ahead.  - Taken from 
alivenow.upperroom.org. 

ASAP 
Always stop and pray.  - Taken 

from Pinterest 

In the middle of every difficulty lies opportu-
nity.  - Albert Einstein 

SEPTEMBER THANK YOU’S! 
Sue Ahrens, Miriam Baumann, Chris Day, Mary 
Lou Doty, Marie Eisenman, Barb Erquist, Char 
Ewan, Gail and Stan Greenwald, Chrissy Hazlett and 
all who provided food for the funeral lunch of Russell 
Winburn.   
Barb Erquist and Stan Greenwald for all their dedi-
cated work on the August newsletter. 
Carey Krull for replacing outdoor light bulbs. 
Dennis Day for attending Presbytery this month (in 
Bedford, Iowa, no less...that’s three hours away!) 
Roger Bortell for the trimming of trees. 
Russ Stoker for all the lawn care this summer. 
  
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

2 

3 
Holy Commun-
ion 
Food Pantry 
9:15 Choir 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

4  
Office closed 
for the Labor 
Day Holiday 
 
7:00 Alanon 

5 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 

6 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
6:30 Summer 
Read Discus-
sion 

7 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
 
5:15 Respite 

8 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

9 
10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Iowa Art 
Quilters 

10 
Heifer 
College Lunch 
9:15 Choir, Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach Ur 
6:30 Summer Read 
Discussion 

11 
7:00 Alanon 

12 
10:00 Care Giv-
ers Group 
 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:30 Prayer 

13 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
6:30 Deacons 

14 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
 
5:15 Respite 

15 
8:15 Carpet 
Cleaning in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

16 
Carpet drying 
day 
 

17 
Memorial Sunday 
Third Sunday Pot-
luck 
9:15 Choir, Sunday 
School 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach Ur 

18 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
3:00 Food Dis-
tribution 
7:00 Alanon 

19 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
4:30 Prayer 

20 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
6:30 Session 

21 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
5:15 Respite 

22 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

23 
7 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Food Share 

24 
Birthday Sunday 
9:15 Choir, Sun-
day School 
2:00 Turlach Ur 
Presbytemberfest 

25 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
7:00 Alanon 

26 
10:00 Care Givers 
Group 
10:55 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food Recovery 
Network 
4:30 Prayer 
6:00 Liturgical Train-
ing Virtual Workshop 

27 
10:00 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 

28 
10:00 Meals on 
Wheels 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
5:15 Respite 

29 
10:00 Meals on 
Wheels  
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 
1:00 League of 
Women Voters 
Set Up 

30 
8 a.m. to 12:30 
League of 
Women Voters 
Membership 
Brunch 

September 2017 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 

SEPTEMBER 
 3- Liturgist: Dennis Day 
Greeters: Jim and Sue Ahrens 
Deacon: Gail Greenwald 
Ushers: Char Ewan, Jim Ferguson 
Coffee: David Cranston  
Acolyte: Alana Ferguson 
Van Driver: Carey Krull 
Nursery Volunteer: Deb Martenson 
Communion Servers: Dan McCue, Karla Kriegel 
Offering Counters: Russ Stoker, 2nd person as-
signed by Finance Committee  
10- Liturgist: Janet Carl 
Greeter: Miriam Baumann 
Deacon: Mary Lou Doty 
Ushers: Evelyn Freeman, Jill Kaiser 
Coffee: Carolyn Jacobson 
Acolyte: Zach Nickle 
Van Driver: Montie Redenius 
Nursery Volunteer: Linda Cranston 
17- Liturgist: Elizabeth Trimmer 
Greeter: Art Heimann 
Deacon: Marlene Peak 
Ushers: Karla Kriegel, Janice Logan 
Potluck: Donna and Al Ricks  
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: John and Susan McIntyre 
Nursery Volunteer: Chrissy Hazlett 
24- Liturgist: Hannah Lundberg 
Greeter: Katie Hoisington 
Deacon: Ed Phillips 
Ushers: John Martenson, Ray Peak 
Coffee: Carey Krull 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: Karen Phillips 
Nursery Volunteer: Hannah Lundberg 
Cake Baker: Sheryl Parmley 

OCTOBER 
 1- Liturgist: Dan McCue 
Greeters: McCue Family 
Deacon: Gail Greenwald 
Ushers: Russ Stoker, Linda Stoll 
Coffee: Denise and Rich Creps 
Acolyte: Julio Parmley 
Van Driver: Karla Kriegel 
Nursery Volunteer: Evelyn Freeman 
Communion Servers: Char Ewan, Stan Greenwald 
Offering Counters: Stan Greenwald, 2nd person as 
assigned by Finance Committee  
 8- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Selva Lehman 
Deacon: Ed Phillips 
Ushers: Hannah Lundberg, Jon Mehlhaus 
Coffee: Doty Stoker 
Acolyte: Peter Simpson 
Van Driver: Al Ricks 
Nursery Volunteer: Alana Ferguson 
15- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Norm and Jo Schroeder 
Deacon: TBA 
Ushers: Rich Thorson, Elizabeth Trimmer 
Potluck: Chris and Dennis Day  
Acolyte: Hanna McCue 
Van Driver: Carey Krull 
Nursery Volunteer: Emily Moore 
22- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeters: Dallas and Lola Sterk 
Deacon: Mary Lou Doty 
Ushers: Sara Ruiz, Alyssa Debello 
Coffee: Char Ewan 
Acolyte: Slane McCue 
Van Driver: Montie Redenius 
Nursery Volunteer: Jill Kaiser 
29- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Barb Erquist 
Deacon: TBA 
Ushers: Char Ewan, Jim Ferguson 
Coffee: Janice Logan 
Acolyte: Alana Ferguson 
Van Driver: John and Susan McIntyre 
Nursery Volunteer: Deb Martenson 
Cake Baker: TBA 

COLLEGE LUNCH 
Our first college lunch will be September 10th following worship.  Emily and Tom Moore will host.  This 
lunch is open to all people involved in college life – any college, any involvement.  There will be a home-
cooked meal and fellowship every 2nd Sunday of the month. 
If you are interested, meet in fellowship hall immediately following worship.  If you have questions email Pas-
tor Kirsten or Tom Moore. 

Things do not happen.  Things are 
made to happen.  - John F. Kennedy 



HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUGUST SESSION MEETING 
Reports from Working Groups 
Facilities – Russ will present the Memorial Committee with pricing for bushes and plants to be placed on the east side of the 
building. 
Worship – the Committee will meet on August 28, 2017.  Memorial Sunday will be September 17, 2017. 
Education – Susan McIntyre is finalizing the book discussion project.  There will be multiple small groups meeting at differ-
ent times.  The Sunday school curricula has been ordered.   
Motion made by Dennis to approve the following Sunday school teachers:  Karla Kriegel, Tom Moore and Marta Miller.  Ray 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
Mission – Motion made by Mary Anne to approve First Presbyterian Church be the fiscal agent for the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Mekelle, Ethiopia donations.  Jim seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Al Ricks is involved in 
seeking support for students admitted to the College of Veterinary Medicine.  All donations will be held and transferred on an 
annual basis.  Donations, for tax purposes, would be made to First Presbyterian Church.  The Church will hold the funds and 
send out donation receipts per IRS requirements. 
Communications – motion made by the Committee to approve the “Getting to Know You” survey.  The motion passed.  
This survey requests member contact information, asks to identify areas of participation to share talents and indicate the elec-
tronic/manual format for receiving church information.  The committee will distribute, collect and compile the information.  
A 6-month trial of using email lists will be conducted once the surveys have been received. 
Finance – the Committee has begun the 2018 budget process.  Pledge Sunday will be in October.  The Committee will put 
the budget together in early November.  The committee chairs are asked to provide requests to the Committee as soon as pos-
sible.  The Committee will review and make recommendations to the session for the Presbyterian General Mission line item 
prior to the completion of the budget. (Due to Presbytery deadlines.) 
Memorials – Memorial Sunday is September 17, 2017.  The funding for the east side landscaping comes from Irma Arnaman 
donations.  The family may not be available on this date; thus the acknowledgement of this gift may be postponed until 2018. 
New Business 
Special Offering 
By email motion made by Dennis to approve a special offering for materials to build a ramp for a family whose son was seri-
ously hurt in an automobile accident.  Mary Anne seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The special offering was taken 
on Sunday, July 16, 2017 raising more than $500. 
Communion to Homebound Members – Deacon Suzanne Redenius assisted Pastor Kirsten. 
Commissioner to Presbytery – Motion made by Jim to elect elder Dennis Day as commissioner to Presbytery meeting, Sat-
urday, August 19, 2017.  Dan seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
PW and Deacon’s Reports 
Janice Logan, Moderator, PW provided a treasurer’s report as of August 15, 2017.  Balance on hand as of January 1, 2017 is 
$87.44.  Total Income is $454.01.  Total Expenses is $541.45.  Balance on hand as of August 15, 2017 is $87.45. 
Paul Parmley, President, Deacons provided a deacon’s report as of August 15, 2017.  Balance on hand is $103.12 with $.02 in 
interest.  The primary focus is the welfare of the members and friends of our church.  The deacons provide training and visita-
tions.  The Deacons play an important role in helping the Sunday worship service run smoothly by working with the ushers, 
acolytes and others. 
MICA Milk Vouchers Update 
Monica Shore, member, United Methodist Church (UMC) has reviewed the MICA milk voucher situation.  UMC is primarily 
responsible for funding the vouchers.  These vouchers are more expensive and have a larger quantity than bread vouchers.  
The need exceeds the amount UMC has budgeted.  The Finance Committee will review a way to supplement the milk vouch-
ers through the 2018 budget process. 
Mental Health First Aid 
UMC and FPC are partnering in training to be provided by a staff person from Surgical Associates.  Spots available to FPC 
are being filled by Pastor Kirsten, Sheryl Parmley, deacons, and persons working with the Food Recovery Network and 
MICA.  Funding to support these persons will come from Pastor’s continuing education and reimbursable funds. 
Pastor’s Report 
Next week the Iowa Presbytery-wide mental health initiative will meet.  In October, the task force will meet in Grinnell to 
bring together members of the historically Presbyterian institutions within the Iowa presbyteries to talk about strengthening 
the bonds between these institutions and churches within the Iowa presbyteries. 
 

Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything.  Philippians 4:6 



 FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
First Presbyterian Church donated 109 pounds plus milk and bread vouchers to the MICA Food Pantry in 
July.  Therefore 276 families throughout Poweshiek County were able to receive food.  However, since 
families are now eligible to obtain food twice a month, 326 food boxes were distributed.  During the sum-

mer of 2017, three crock pot demonstrations were held.  Simple recipes were prepared to taste test to those who at-
tended and then the family received a slow cooker along with various recipes to try.  A total of 88 crock pots were 
purchased from a grant which was written by County Director, Danielle Wonderly and matched by MICA.  Volun-
teers from First Presbyterian Church partnered with MICA to cook and serve the food. 

SUPPORT GROUPS 
The following is a list of community support groups with the dates, times and locations of  when and 
where they meet: 
AA:  Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Monday 
and Thursday at 12:00 p.m. at the United Church of Christ.  Friday at 7:30 p.m. at the Station Club-

house. 
Alanon Support Group:  Every Monday at 7:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. 
Cancer Support Group:  Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in Room 204 at Grinnell Regional Medical Cen-
ter.  It is an informational time of sharing and support for anyone with a cancer diagnosis. 
Caregivers Support Group:  Every second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. to noon at First Presbyte-
rian Church.  This is for anyone caring for a loved one. 
Diabetes Living Support Group:  September 11 and November 13 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Tomasek 
Conference Center at  Grinnell Regional Medical Center.  This support group meets bi-monthly and is facilitated by 
a registered dietitian. Topics and speakers vary. 
Grief Support Group:  Every second Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Drake Community Li-
brary.  For adults who have experienced the loss of a loved one or friend.  The group supports participants through 
emotions, reactions and experiences that follow the death of someone close.  

A WORLD DESCRIBED BY THE REV. 
BILL LEMOSEY—ARMAGEDDON 

A seismic scream builds up within; 
Its guardians can quiet it no longer… 
As empires rage against reason, 
As coastal lands sink beneath the sea, 
As profit triumphs over humanity, 
A long-silent lament quakes and shakes. 
Unless we learn to wail, magma erupts 
Unless we dare to howl, we explode. 
-This poem was shared as a part of Susan McIn-
tyre’s sermon on July 30, 2017. 

100+ PEOPLE WHO CARE—
GRINNELL FUNDING S.E.G. 

The July 25 meeting of 100 + People Who 
Care – Grinnell resulted in the decision to 

fund the Social Entrepreneurs of Grinnell (S.E.G.) with 
the proceeds from the quarter’s selection process.  By 
pooling their contributions of $ 100 per member, the re-
sult will be more than $ 6,500 going to support S.E.G.’s 
mission. 
S.E.G., a newer charity serving the Grinnell area, offers 
an alternative to predatory loans.  People experiencing an 
emergency need, such as a car breakdown or a medical 
need, or those seeking to build a skill or start a micro-
business can apply for a no-interest loan from S.E.G.  The 
donations from 100 + People Who Care – Grinnell will be 
utilized to expand S.E.G.’s revolving loan fund. 
100 + People Who Care – Grinnell organized in January, 
2017, and membership, after the July 25 meeting, is ap-
proaching 70.  Several members and friends of First 
Presbyterian are participating in 100 + People Who 
Care.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 24, 
at 5:30 p.m.  It will be held in the Community Room at 
the Drake Library.  For further information about 100 + 
People Who Care, visit with Chris or Dennis Day, 
Donna or Al Ricks. 

S.E.G. GARAGE SALE:  SEPTEMBER 
23, 1204 SUMMER STREET 

Do you have items you could donate to a garage 
sale?  Do you need to find awesome things at a cheap 
price?  S.E.G. is holding a sale to raise money for its 
loan program, and you are invited to give items and 
come the day of to find those perfect treasurers for 
your home.   
S.E.G. is a program that provide no-interest loans for 
people that don't otherwise have access to financial 
services.   
If you have items for the sale, contact Pastor 
Kirsten for details and drop off.     



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 
We are now collecting baby items for the Heart and 
Hands Clinic in Des Moines.  Items needed are 
socks, onesis, diapers, lotions and ointments, caps 

and booties, baby gowns, outfits, blankets and baby Tylenol.  A 
box is now available in the Fellowship Hall and the items will be 
delivered in November.    

 COMMUNITY MEAL 
First Presbyterian will be providing the Community Meal at Davis 
School on November 21.  We will have sign-up sheets available at a 
later date.  We will need a few helpers to prepare the food, and several 
servers and clean up. We would like donations of bars, cookies, and 
salads as well. Thank you. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
         July        Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $11,142 $86.941  
 Budgeted  $11,880 $83,161 
 
  Total Income  $11,176 $91,354 
 Budgeted  $12,371 $86,602 
 
  Expenses  $11,805 $82,709 
 Budgeted  $11,908 $83,633 

“GETTING TO KNOW YOU” 
People change! Jobs change! Volunteering in various capacities at the church changes! Conse-
quently, the Communication Committee is putting together an updated informational sheet which 
identifies your unique gifts, talents, and ideas to share within the fellowship of the church. Many of 
you will remember when this was done in 2013, but we want to update and re-create lists.  
Within a few weeks all youth through adult members and friends will be given a GETTING TO 
KNOW YOU form in hopes you will fill it out so we can develop a variety of lists to share with 
Session’s committee chairs. One important list will be those willing to be Sunday Servants: greeters, 
ushers, coffee hosts, potluck hosts, liturgists, acolytes, van drivers, and nursery volunteers. 
Other information will be announced during worship time. 

THANK YOU 
A great big thank you to the 
many members who served the 
lunch following Russell’s fu-
neral.  It was superb and so 
well organized. 
Donna Winburn and families 

Out of difficulties grow mira-
cles. 
- Jean de la Bruye 

In Happy Moments 
Praise God 
In Difficult Moments 
Seek God 
In Quiet Moments 
Worship God 
In Painful Moments 
Trust God 
In Every Moment 
Thank God. 
- Taken from Pinterest (rev. 
2017) 

Live each day as if 
your life had just 
begun.  - Johann 
Wolfgang Van 
Guethe 

THINGS THAT 
WILL MAKE 
YOU SMILE! 

Lying in bed listening to the 
rain outside. 

- Taken from amynewnostal-
gia.com 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH—DEDICATION OF MEMORIALS 
Memorial gifts are a way to express the love and respect of someone who has played a large part in the lives 
of those who are left to mourn. This respect and love continues beyond death. The Memorial and Worship 
Committees with the endorsement of Session have set the date of September 17 to dedicate several memo-
rials which have been purchased over the last year. A list of these memorials will be included in next 
month’s newsletter.  There will be several guests participating in the Dedication. They have been invited to 
share with us in our third Sunday potluck offering the opportunity for visiting and re-connecting. 

PRESBYTEMBERFEST – SEPTEMBER 24 
It is again time to celebrate our life together as a congregation as we observe 
“Presbytemberfest 2017,” our annual all-church picnic and fall festival.  This year’s 
event will be held on Sunday, September 24.  John and Susan McIntyre have invited 
us to the new home of Eric and Guinevere McIntyre (where they are house-sitting).  The 

address is 4853 Highway T-38 North.  Directions to the farm are:  take Highway 6 West to T-38.  Go north on 
T-38 about a half of mile.  The farm is on the left (west side of the road) and you can’t miss it as you will see 
a long gravel driveway going to the top of the hill.  
Festivities will get underway at 4:00 p.m., with a chance to interact with some farm animals, enjoy lawn 
games, or simply relax and enjoy good conversation with other First Presbyterian friends.  Then, at 5:30 p.m. 
a picnic supper will be served.  Grilled sandwiches (hamburgers, brats and vegetarian burgers) and beverages 
(iced tea and lemonade) will be provided.  Please bring other potluck items to share.  You’ll also want to 
bring a lawn chair, table service, and any other choice of beverage.  The evening will conclude with a devo-
tional time, led by Pastor Kirsten.  Everyone should be headed for home by 7:00 p.m., in consideration of the 
school and work week to come. 
Driving directions and a sign-up sheet for ride sharing will be available at the church the Sundays prior to 
Presbytemberfest.  Please mark your calendars and be ready to enjoy a wonderful afternoon and evening of 
fellowship and fun! 

THANK YOU TO SESSION 
I want to thank the Session of First Presbyterian for believing in a “personal mission” story that links this old 
Iowa farm boy with a College of Veterinary Science at Mekelle University in northern Ethiopia.  The story 
begins in 1973-74, when I served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Ethiopia.  Approximately 40 years later I was 
challenged by an Ethiopian friend (living in Seattle) to see what I could do to build a link between the College 
of Veterinary Science at Iowa State University and the one in Mekelle. 
As many know, I had the chance to return to Ethiopia in November, 2016, where I visited that university and 
learned of students who are admitted to the College of Veterinary Science on the basis of their secondary test 
scores, but who come from such humble backgrounds that, upon graduation, have no financial resources to 
purchase even the most basic equipment items.  I came home with a commitment to try to raise funds to help 
with the situation.  I’m happy to report that with the help of good folk on both continents, the first funds have 
transferred successfully, and are being used to purchase stethoscopes and digital thermometers for new gradu-
ates in veterinary science through Mekelle University’s Veterinary Extension program. 
Session has agreed to allow checks to be written to First Presbyterian Church, for the donor’s charitable bene-
fit.  I’m convinced this is just the latest evidence of God’s work through human hands!  Other parts of this 
amazing story include the following: 

One of the world’s leading experts in camel health teaches at Iowa State University.  He has written a book 
for pastoralist herders, and has visited Ethiopia (including the area where I served in the Peace Corps) 
several times. 

A PhD student at Iowa State has the career goal of teaching at the College of Veterinary Science at 
Mekelle University and at the Orthodox Seminary in Mekelle (because he also has a theology degree). 

Eight African professors of Veterinary Science, including four from Ethiopia (two from the University of 
Mekelle) arrived in Ames on August 13 to spend a semester with an ISU mentor. 

An official of the USDA agreed to open the door for the Ethiopian scholars, in spite of visa challenges and 
a delayed application process.   The process, which normally takes months, happened in a few weeks. 

Please join me in prayer for the work being done in Mekelle, Ethiopia!   If you’d like to hear more of the 
story, please don’t hesitate to ask!  Thank you.  Al Ricks 
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