
January 2018                                                                       Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’… 
 

There’s a classic poem by Howard Thurman that begins, “When the song of the angels is stilled, when the 
star in the sky is gone, when the kings and the princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their 
flocks, the work of Christmas is begun.” 
 
How often do we treat things like endings that should be just the beginning?  How many of us have gone to 
a conference where we were introduced to new ideas or were energized by speakers and workshops, but 
when the conference ended we treated it like an end?  We headed home and picked up where we left off, 
back to the same routines, programs, and ideas. 
 
We do this with Christmas, Thurman suggests.  There’s all the hype and anticipation and busyness and rush 
leading up to the day, then once the presents have been opened, the ham eaten, the relatives have gone 
home, we call it over and try to get back to our “regular” lives as seamlessly as possible. 
 
Which is odd, if you are a Christian.  Christmas is not the climax, even though it comes at the end of the 
calendar year.  It is the beginning.  It is only the beginning, and now the “work” of Christmas really begins. 
 
Thurman’s poem continues by describing this work, “To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hun-
gry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among people, to make music in the 
heart.”  We might enjoy the day of Christmas, but Thurman is right that these are the things that make up 
the work of Christmas, which happens the other 364 days a year. 
 
When we really take seriously a God who becomes flesh, then the work of Christmas is “fleshy.”  It is be-
ing with people, entering the lives of others, hands-on, face-to-face, arm-in-arm living.  As 2017 comes to 
an end, may it be just the beginning of the work of Christmas. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Kirsten 
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 2018 ANNUAL MEETING 
 SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH:  IMMEDI-

ATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
The 2018 annual meeting for our congregation will 
be held on January 14.  The agenda for this meet-
ing is to elect officers, receive the 2018 budget, and 
approve the pastor’s terms of call.  Annual reports 
will be available for  you to review by Sunday, 
January 7. 

SESSION AND DEACONS RETREAT:  JANUARY 21ST 
This year’s retreat will be Sunday, January 21 after worship.  Lunch will be served and we will meet until about 3 
p.m.  We will have time for joint conversation, visioning, and planning.  Please note that there will be no Deacon’s 
meeting in January. The Deacons will meet as a part of the Officer’s retreat on the 21st.  Session will be meeting 
on January 10.  This meeting is for the 2017 session as the new elders will not be installed yet. 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 6 

CHOIR 
There will be choir on Sunday, 
December 31. 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
There will be no Sunday School on Sunday,  
December 31. 

AN EPIPHANY PARTY!!! 
Karen and Ed Phillips invite the mem-
bers and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church to an Epiphany Party at their 
home, 603 High Street on Saturday, Janu-
ary 6, at 5 pm.  Those attending are invited 
to bring a plate of sandwiches to share, if 

they wish to. The Epiphany Cake and drinks will be pro-
vided—along with several Epiphany games and, of course, 
the re-telling of the story of La Befana, also known as the 
good “Epiphany Witch.” Please RSVP on a sign-up sheet 
in Fellowship Hall or to ksiglerphillips@gmail.com. 

ALL-CHURCH “ETHIOPIAN “TIMKET” CELEBRATION—
JANUARY 19 

Everyone is invited to celebrate “Timket,” one of the great Ethiopian Orthodox cele-
brations on Friday, January 19.  An Ethiopian feast will be served in the Fellowship 
Hall at 6:00 p.m., and will be followed by an update on the Ethiopian mission project 
by Al Ricks.  The evening program should be done by no later than 8:00 p.m. 
Timket marks the end of the Christmas season in the Ethiopian calendar, and it com-
memorates Jesus’ baptism.  Orthodox Christians fast and pray throughout the night 
leading to Timket.  In the morning a colorful procession winds through each town, 
and the day ends with festive family feasts. 
Our Timket will begin and end with the feasting!  (Yes, Ethiopian food is delicious!  
There will be meat – no pork - and meatless dishes.  Some, but not all, may be a bit 
spicy.  The most significant thing about Ethiopian dining traditions is the emphasis 
on community!  We’ll eat together, from what might be called “family” portions.) 

Following the feast, we’ll adjourn to the sanctuary, where Al will show slides of his visit to Ethiopia in November, 
2016, and explain the progress of the veterinary science mission project that he’s been involved with since. 
Because of the special foods being prepared, we do need to ask that reservations be made.  A sign-up sheet will be 
available, starting on December 31.  Those attending are invited to wear very bright colors – the brighter, the better!  
Otherwise, no other preparation is needed.  Just come and enjoy! 



SUNDAY SERVANTS 
January 
 7- Liturgist: Ray Peak 
Greeters: Sue and Jim Ahrens 
Deacon: Phil McCune 
Ushers: Denise and Rich Creps 
Coffee: Linda Stoll 
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: Marv Doty 
Nursery Volunteer: Linda Cranston 
Communion Servers: Karla Kriegel, Dan McCue 
Offering Counters: Mary Anne Nickle, 2nd person 
as assigned by Finance Committee 
14- Liturgist: Evelyn Freeman 
Greeter: Dennis Day 
Deacon: Gail Greenwald 
Ushers: Alana Ferguson, Carolyn Jacobson 
Coffee: Doty and Russ Stoker 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: Carey Krull 
Nursery Volunteer: Kendall and Zach Nickle 
21- Liturgist: Alana Ferguson 
Greeter: Art Heimann 
Deacon: Paul Parmley 
Ushers: David Isch, John Martenson 
Potluck: Sue and Jim Ahrens 
Acolyte: Julio Parmley 
Van Driver: Marta Miller 
Nursery Volunteer: Chrissy Hazlett 
28- Liturgist: John Martenson 
Greeter: Katie Hoisington 
Deacon: Marlene Peak 
Ushers: Janice Logan, Selva Lehman 
Coffee: Karen Phillips 
Acolyte: Peter Simpson 
Van Driver: Montie Redenius 
Nursery Volunteer: Evelyn Freeman 
Cake Bakers: Karen and Ed Phillips 

FOOD RECOVERY NETWORK  
THANK YOU 

Thank you to Roger Bortell, David and Linda 
Cranston, Chrissy Hazlett,  David Isch, Carey 
Krull, Janice Logan, and Al Ricks, who have as-
sisted with the Grinnell Food Recovery Network  in 
2017 from First Presbyterian Church.   

February 
 4- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Jill Kaiser 
Deacon: Phil McCune 
Ushers: Creede McClellan, Donna Winburn 
Coffee: Kendall Nickle 
Acolyte: Hanna McCue 
Van Driver: Al Ricks 
Nursery Volunteer: Alana Ferguson 
Communion Servers:  
Offering Counters: 
11- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Hannah Lundberg 
Deacon: Mary Lou Doty 
Ushers: Phil McCune, Stiven Parmley 
Coffee: Donna Ricks 
Acolyte: Slane McCue 
Van Driver: Marv Doty 
Nursery Volunteer: Emily Moore 
18- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Erik Simpson 
Deacon: Paul Parmley 
Ushers: Ed and Karen Phillips 
Potluck: Gail Greenwald 
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: Carey Krull 
Nursery Volunteer: Peter Simpson 
25- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Lola and Dallas Sterk 
Deacon: Chrissy Hazlett 
Ushers: Rich Thorson, Janet Carl 
Coffee: Janice Logan 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: Susan McIntyre 
Nursery Volunteer: Jill Kaiser 
Cake Baker: TBA 
 

PRESBYTERIAN MISSION  
YEARBOOK 

The 2018 Presbyterian Mission Yearbook for 
Prayer and Study is only available electroni-
cally.  Please let Sheryl know if you would like 
to sign up for the electronic version. 

 



LECTIONARY IN JANUARY  
January 7: Baptism of the Lord.  Genesis 1:1-5; 
Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11. 
January 14: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany.  2nd Sun-
day in Ordinary Time.  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 
1:43-51. 
January 21: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany.  3rd Sun-
day in Ordinary Time.  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-
12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20. 
January 28:  4th Sunday after Epiphany.  4th Sun-
day in Ordinary Time.  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 
111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
   November       Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $  9,513 $126,524
 Budgeted  $11,880 $130,681 
 
  Total Income  $  9,684 $131,711 
 Budgeted  $12,371 $136,089 
 
  Expenses  $12,328 $135,717 
 Budgeted  $11,808 $130,967 
 
If you have not turned in your pledge card for the 
year 2018, we hope you will do so soon.  You can 
send it to the church office or bring it in during 
regular office hours (M-F; 8:30 to noon).  If you 
need a new form, let Sheryl Parmley know and we 
will get one to you. 

PER CAPITA 
Every Presbyterian congregation is asked to pay a per-
member assessment   (per capita).  “What is Per Cap-
ita?”  Per Capita is not membership dues.  Neither is it 
a tax.  About twelve years ago, the General Assembly 
approved the following definition of Per Capita:  “Per 
Capita is an opportunity for all communicant members 
of the Presbyterian Church through the governing bod-
ies to participate equally, responsibly, and independ-
ently by sharing the cost of coordination and evalua-
tion of mission; of performing ecclesiastical, legisla-
tive, and judicial functions that identify a reformed 
church, while at the same time strengthening the sense 
of community among all Presbyterians.”  In short, per 
capita is the way churches share in the work of the lar-
ger church.  Assessing based on membership makes it 
equitable across churches, and some of each member's 
assessment goes to each level of governance: Presby-
tery, Synod, and General Assembly. 
The assessment this year is $43.52 per member.  Part 
of your regular pledge already goes to pay our per cap-
ita. Each year we also ask those who are able and feel 
moved to do so to help with this annual payment.   

ADULT BELL CHOIR 
There will be no Adult Bell Choir 
practice in January.  If you would 
like to join the Bell Choir, please 
contact Mary Fopma. 

JANUARY  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 13—Joy Krull 
 15—Kendall Nickle 
 16—Emily Moore 
 17—Toshia Sharp 
 20—Mary Anne Nickle 
         Peter Simpson 
 22—Angela Davis 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Office closed 
2 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 

 
4:00 Prayer 

3 
 

4 
5:15 Respite 

5 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

6 
5:00 Epiphany 
Party at the 
home of  Karen 
and Ed Phillips 

7 
Holy Commun-
ion 
Food Pantry 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 

8 
5:45 Worship 
Committee 
 
7:00 Alanon 

9 
10:00 Care 
Givers Group 
 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
 
4:00 Prayer 

10 
6:30 Session 

11 
5:15 Respite 

12 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

13 

14 
Heifer 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
Annual Meet-
ing 
 
 

15 
7:00 Alanon 

16 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
 
4:00 Prayer 

17 
 

18 
5:15 Respite 

19 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 
 
6:00 Ethiopian 
Timket Cele-
bration 

20 
7:00 a.m. to 9 
a.m. Food 
Share 

21 
Third Sunday Pot-
luck 
Ordination and 
Installation of Offi-
cers 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 
Session Retreat 

22 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
7:00 Alanon 

23 
10:00 Care 
Givers Group 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
4:00 Prayer 

24 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

25 
10:30 Newslet-
ter Mailing 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
5:15 Respite 

26 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

27 

28 
Birthday Sun-
day 
9:15 Choir, 
Sunday School 
10:30 Worship 

29 
9:00 Race:  The 
Power of Illu-
sion 
7:00 Alanaon 

30 
12:00 Food 
Recovery Net-
work 
 
4:00 Prayer 
 

31 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 

   

January 2018 



COMMUNITY MEAL 
A very big thank you to all who helped with the November 28th Community Meal. We had a great turn out and 
everyone was appreciative of the variety of salads, cookies and bars provided, as well as the basic menu. Altogether 
about 80 people were served. To all who helped at the school, provided salads, cookies or bars, and especially those 
who helped clean up, thank you. I would try to list you all by name, but I would probably inadvertently leave some-
one out. Your help is sincerely appreciated.  David Cranston 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
NEWS 

 Thank you to all who came to the Ad-
vent Cookie Exchange and program.  
Also, thank you for your support in 
2017. 

Time is like a flowing river, no water passes 
beneath your feet twice, much like the river, 
moments never pass you by again, so cherish 
every moment that life gives you and have a 
wonderful new year.  - Taken from 
www.happynewyear-2018.org 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 
 

Deb Martenson email change: dmartenson@e-marshall.k12.ia.us 
 
John Martenson email change:  jmartenson61@gmail.com 
 
Jackie Jaynes 
927 1st Avenue—Apt. 105 
Grinnell, Iowa 50112 

PEACE 
Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a 
smile to someone's face? Did I say 
words of healing? Did I let go of my an-
ger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I 
love? These are the real questions. I 
must trust that the little bit of love that I 
sow now will bear many fruits, here in 
this world and the life to come.—Henri 
Nouwen 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
First Presbyterian Church donated 157.6 pounds of food and personal 
care items along with milk and bread vouchers to the Poweshiek 
County Food Pantry.  With our support MICA was able to provide 
food to 290 households during the month of November.  Starting in 
September 2017 MICA’s mobile food pantry began its rounds traveling 
to Brooklyn and Victor. 

Session highlights will return in February. 

 
Let peace begin with you. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—SLICES FOR SEG 
COMING IN FEBRUARY! 

SEG’s second Slices for SEG Pie Contest and Social will be held on 
February 11, 2018.  If you love to bake or know someone who does, 
please enter the pie baking contest.  If you love to eat pie, please come 
support us by enjoying a slice or two of pie and making a free-will do-
nation in support of SEG’s emergency loan program. 

THANK YOU, CAROLERS! 
Nineteen members and friends of First 
Presbyterian Church sang the joy of 
Christmas to six of our members and a 
number of their neighbors on Sunday, 
December 17.  The caroling took place in 
the early afternoon, following the 3rd 
Sunday Potluck.  Thank you to all who 
were able to participate!  We know your 
music was appreciated, as was the kind 
expression of your care! 



CHOIR NEWS 
Thank you to Elliott Uhlenhopp for donating a 
song bowl to the church choir.  A song bowl is also 
called a standing bowl and considered an inverted 

bell.  Supported on the bottom of the bowl by your hand, a 
wooden mallet covered with felt is rotated around the rim to 
create continuous vibrations in the bowl by the slip stick 
mechanism.  This is similar to water tuned musical glasses.  
The volume depends on the speed of the mallet and the force 
that is applied.  Thank you, Elliott, for giving this song bowl 
to the choir to enhance worship! 

Thank you to David and Linda Cranston for donating new 
folders for our choir music! 

Carolyn Jacobson, Erik 
Simpson and Peter for host-
ing the November college 
lunch. 
Dennis Day for attending 
Presbytery in November. 
Janet Carl for her work in 

helping organize the 26 Days of Action 
Against Violence. 
Al Ricks for organizing our Christmas Carol-
ing, and thanks to all those who trekked 
through Grinnell to bring Christmas song and 
cheer to people that have a hard time getting 
out. 
David Cranston for organizing and leading 
the effort on the Community Meal. 
Paul Parmley for assisting with the set up of 
the Christmas tree. 

RACE:  THE POWER OF ILLUSION 
On Monday, January 29th, members of the Iowa Department of Human Services will present a program, 
named as above. It is an exploration of the basis of racial prejudices and misconceptions, and how they 
permeate our schools, the legal system and our general society. It is largely aimed at social workers deal-
ing with child welfare issues, teachers and other professionals dealing with at risk children and families. 
However, it is open to all, up to a maximum of 40 attenedees. 
The program is free and will be held at First Presbyterian Church.  Pre-registration is required, so email 
dccranston@outlook.com with your name, professional affiliation if applicable, email address and phone 
number. 
Attendees will register at 8:45 a.m. on January 29, and the program will start at 9:00 a.m. Lunch will be 
provided. The afternoon session starts at 1:00 p.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m. Please see the flyer on the kiosk 
in fellowship hall for more details, or speak with Dave or Linda Cranston. We attended a session last 
fall and felt it was a very worthwhile program. 

THINGS THAT WILL 
MAKE YOU SMILE! 

Laughing for absolutely no reason 
at all! 

Snow was falling, 
so much like stars 
filling the dark trees 
that one could easily 
Imagine its reason for  
being was nothing more 
than prettiness.  - Mary 
Oliver  

Winter is the time for comfort, for good food 
and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand 
and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for 
home.  - Edith Sitwell 

 
It is love alone that give 
worth to all things.  - St. 
Teresa of Avila 



First Presbyterian Church 
1025 Fifth Avenue 
Grinnell  IA  50112 
____________________ 
Return Service Requested 

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTICES 
In case of inclement weather, listen to KGRN for Sunday School and/or choir 
cancellations.  Sunday worship will not be cancelled.  We trust everyone to 
make good decisions about their own safety when deciding whether or not to 
come. 
Additionally, this information will be placed on the church's web site and 
Facebook page as soon as the information is received. 


