
 

 

 
 

June 2018                                                                                                                      Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’… 
There is much going on in our denomination right now, especially here in Iowa.  I know sometimes Presbytery, not 
to mention the PC(USA) in Louisville, seems distant and disconnected from what we do in our little church.  But 
Presbyterians have always believed we are better when we are a part of things larger than ourselves – connected to 
diverse people and places all seeking to live faithfully.  At our best, it makes us more whole, expands and deepens 
our understandings of God and God’s will for us, and helps us do things we could never do as individual, isolated 
churches. 
So, it should matter to us how our Presbytery (and GA) are running, and what the plans are for the future.  Our Pres-
bytery (Des Moines) has been in an interim time since the retirement of Phil Barrett over a year ago.  Jim Koopman, 
our interim General Presbyter, has been walking us through a process much like what churches do when they are in 
transition. 
Right now, our Presbytery is in the phase of putting together our best guess at what our mission is in this time and 
place so we can then decide how to best structure ourselves to live that mission out.  The process has been bumpy 
(which is normal!), and challenging (which is good!), and I feel like so many people in our Presbytery are really 
“showing up” for the conversation in honesty and with a desire to figure out how to be our best selves.  In other 
words, the interim process is doing what it’s supposed to do. 
At the same time, there’s a similar process going on for the whole state of Iowa, with all of the Presbyteries in the 
state coming together to wonder about our future as Presbyterians in Iowa, and how to best move into that future 
when many of our Presbyteries face similar challenges and limitations.  That group decided early on to really focus 
on what is happening in our current context, and what it means to faithfully respond as Presbyterians in Iowa.  
Again, with that mission in mind, the group is thinking about what the best structures are to live it out. 
I have been blessed to be a part of both of these processes– even while our church is going through its own kind of 
transition.  I think it’s a time rich with possibilities right now.  There’s been enough disruption to some of the ways 
things have “always been done” that people are willing to think creatively and openly, and there’s definitely enough 
going on in our state that cries out for people of faith to address to keep us engaged and motivated. 
But I think most of all I’ve been struck by how the hundreds of years of Presbyterians studying, worshiping, praying, 
coming together, and hearing the clarion call of God to care for the poor, imprisoned, hurting, and marginalized has 
given us a solid foundation, allowing us to explore and risk for the future. 
In all the conversations I’ve been in these past few years in our denomination, no one is rehashing our basic theo-
logical commitments.  This has been heartening.  It’s not that there’s 100% theological uniformity in our Presbytery, 
much less our whole denomination.  But there’s some basic things our denomination has been committed to through-
out its history that still drive us today.  Who are the most vulnerable, people ask, and how can we be with them in 
love and compassion? 
I look forward to seeing what our denomination does, and sharing it with you, and I cherish the fact that I get to do 
that same work with you all every single day.  What an incredible gift that is! 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Kirsten 
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 DANCE JOYFULLY WHERE’ER YOU MAY BE 
SYNOD SCHOOL: July  22-27, BUENA VISTA COLLEGE IN  

STORM LAKE, IOWA 
Synod School is a learning and personal enrichment experience for people of all ages.  The week is designed 
for laity and clergy, individuals and families.  Synod School seeks to create an environment of hospitality, 
healing and hope.  Classes and activities are available for adults, youth and children.  Go to participate in a 
unique experience of Christian community as everyone worships, studies, plays and lives together, to grow 
in faith through action, relationships and centering of the spirit; for continuing education, for a special fam-
ily experience, or for individual growth; to take it all in, then return home to share and serve.  This year 
Synod School is celebrating 65 years! 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
   3—Suzanne Schwengels 
   8—Marie Eisenman 
 12—Ed Phillips 
 15—Chris Day 

        18—Maggie Hoffstatter 
                             20—Carol Weisskopf 
       21—Tom Moore 
                                      Phil Moore 
                             22—Marta Miller 
                             25—Alana Ferguson 
                             30—Julio Parmley 

LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WILLING TO SHARE THEIR TALENTS FOR  
SUMMER ANTHEMS 

I will be looking for people willing to do an anthem in place of the choir this summer.  So whether you sing or 
play an instrument, we would love to have you be part of this.  Please let me know if you are willing to do a 
special music by emailing me or calling me at:  mfopma@windstream.net or 641-990-5595.  Looking forward 
to a wonderful summer! 

ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP  
The 2018 spring Roadside Clean-up 
sponsored by the First Presbyterian 
Church is completed.  A BIG thank you 
to the following members:  Janet Carl, 

Karla Kriegel, Marta Miller, Tom and Emily 
Moore, Al, Ricks and Linda Stoll. 
-Phil McCune 

THANK YOU  
Thank you to our May coffee servers. 
They were Jim Ahrens, Carey Krull 
and Marlene Peak.  Thank you to our 

potluck coordinator David Cranston.  Also, thank 
you to our cake baker Karla Kriegel for the yummy 
birthday cake. 

Always be a little kinder than necessary.  - JM Barrie 

P.M. in the A.M. – June 9 
Presbyterian Men will meet the 
morning of Saturday, June 9.  The 
monthly fellowship breakfast will 
be at the church at 7:00 a.m.   

Darwin Kinne and David Isch will be preparing 
the breakfast, and Stan Greenwald will offer the 
morning devotion. 
The fellowship breakfast is open to all who 
would enjoy an hour of good food and conversa-
tion.  It is a great way to start a Saturday!  A sign-
up sheet to help with food preparation is located 
on the table in Fellowship Hall. 



 

 

LECTIONARY IN JUNE 
June 3—2nd Sunday after Pentecost. 9th Sun-
day in Ordinary Time. Lectionary reading: 1 
Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20); Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 2 
Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6. 

June 10—3rd Sunday after Pentecost.10th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Lectionary reading: 
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15), 16-20 (11:14-15); 
Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-
35.  
June 17—4th Sunday after Pentecost. 11th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Lectionary reading: 
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20; 2 Corinthians 
5:6-10, (11-13) 14-17; Mark 4:26-34. 
June 24—5th Sunday after Pentecost.  12th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Lectionary read-
ing: 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 and 
Psalm 9:9-20; or 1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 10-16 
and Psalm 133; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35
– 41. 

Kendall Nickle and Ray Peak 
for additional work on the park-
ing lot. 
First Presbyterian Choir for 
another fantastic year of music 

ministry, led by Mary Fopma.  Thanks also to 
the Bell Choir, who played a number of times in 
worship throughout the year.  Music takes us 
places mere words can’t, and we are so blessed at 
this church to have people with an amazing mix 
of talent, generosity, and faith which allows us to 
experience transcendent music every single week. 
Sunday school teachers who prepared, taught, 
loved and shaped our young folks.  Under the 
leadership of Marta Miller, we had Karla 
Kriegel teaching preschoolers, and Tom Moore 
teaching grade school. 
Carolyn Jacobson and Erik Simpson for host-
ing the last college lunch of the year. 
Ray Peak for organizing the Spring Clean Up 
Day, and for the many volunteers who gave of 
their time and elbow grease, both the day of, and 
those who worked on projects since. 
Dennis Day, Hannah Lundberg, and Char 
Ewan for attending Presbytery in Oskaloosa this 
month. 
Carey Krull for assisting with getting items to 
the MICA Food Pantry. 
David Isch for assistance in the office. 

MICA UPDATE 
MICA is a busy place! A person could think that all MICA does is work with donations 
for the food insecure.  However, MICA does a lot more than that! There are four um-
brella areas that help those in need in the five county area of MICA.   

Health Services include WIC, Dental, and Maternal and Child Health.   
Family Development includes FaDSS (family development), Food Pantry, Project Home Mission and 
Family Connections. 
Housing includes LIHEAP (low income home energy assistance program) and Weatherization. 
Childhood Programs include Head Start and Early Head Start. 
Not all of these programs are in Poweshiek County, but they are somewhere in the five county area of 
Hardin, Marshall, Poweshiek, Story and Tama counties. 

SEG (SUSTAINABLY  
EMPOWERING  

GRINNELLIANS) 
SEG is actively seeking donations to increase its 
ability to provide microloans to those without 
access to traditional financing resources.  If you 
know people who has a need for an emergency 
loan, please have them contact Jenn at grin-
nellmicrofinance@gmail.com.  If you would like 
to donate please send your check to SEG, PO 
Box 481, Grinnell, Iowa 50112 or visit 
www.segrinnell.org. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 
A total of $525 has been sent in to the IMA 
World Health to help with medical kits being 
sent to hard –to-reach parts of South Sudan.  
Thanks to all who helped bake muffins and do-
nated to this very worth while project. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

2 

3 
Holy Commun-
ion 
Food Pantry 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

4 
7:00 Alanon 

5 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

6 
 

7 
5:15 Respite 

8 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

9 
7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Break-
fast 

10 
Heifer 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

11 
7:00 Alanon 

12 
10:00 Care Giv-
ers Group 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
4:00 Prayer 

13 
6:30 Deacons 

14 
5:15 Respite 

15 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 
 
2:30 Mission 
Committee 

16 

17 
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

18 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
3:00 Grinnell 
Local Food 
Source 
7:00 Alanon 

19 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

20 
6:30 Session 

21 
10:30 Newslet-
ter Mailing 
 
5:15 Respite 

22 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 
 
12:00 Food 
Share Set Up 

23 
7 to 9:00 a.m. 
Food Share 

24 
Birthday  
10:30 Worship 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

25 
7:00 Alanon 

26 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

27 28 
5:15 Respite 

29 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

30 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MAY SESSION MEETING 
Reports from Working Groups 
Facilities – the parking lot has been striped.  The actual cost was $825.  The increase over the quoted $795 was due to the increased num-
ber of handicapped spaces.  After a recent storm the flashing needed repairs.  The cost to fasten up the flashing was $150.  Filters were 
changed in the furnaces. 
Ray will contact the City of Grinnell regarding the dead tree in the parkway. 
Repair to the Sewer Line 
$6,900 bid from German Plumbing ($5,100) and Craig Paulson ($1,800).  This work is required regardless of which option is chosen. 
$310 is required to verify elevations.  This is required for either sewer line repair option chosen. 
Option #1 Jason Hall $2,785 bore and tie into the plumbing 
Option #2 Jason Hall, $3,815 trench around the church 
Option #1 costs = $6,900 + $310 + $2,785 = $9,995 
Option #2 costs = $6,900 + $310 + $3,815 = $10,025 
No action was taken at this time.  Depending upon when this work would be done, the costs could increase.  When this project was re-
viewed last year, the funding was going to come from the operating budget.  This decision may also need to be re-evaluated. 
Worship -- a meeting will be convened to discuss a date for outdoor worship (late in July) and proposed blessing of the animals.  Nurs-
ery volunteers should be included in the fall Sunday servants schedule.  There needs to be an adult assigned when Pete Simpson and Zach 
Nickle are scheduled. 
Education – the Committee is still working the summer read recommendation.  The last day of Sunday school will be Sunday, May 20, 
2018. 
Mission – the Committee has met twice since the last Session meeting. During the meeting of April 23, time was spent reviewing the 
mission brochure.  The brochure will be revised this summer.  David Isch gave a report on “The Well,” a multi-service program for those 
in need located in Pella. 
On May 15, the Committee spent time discussing a document prepared by David Isch, organizer for Friends for International Harmony.  
A group of concerned citizens will meet on May 24, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the recent ICE raid in Mt Pleasant, Iowa, and to discuss 
and potentially plan for a rapid response plan for Grinnell. 
Motion made by the Committee to approve First Presbyterian Church, Grinnell, Iowa, to be the designated community point place for 
information, contacts and support.  The motion passed. 
The Committee is alerting the Session it may be requesting permission for fund-raising as the picture becomes clearer as to what mone-
tary needs may be helpful. 
A highway cleanup was held in May with many members helping. 
Al Ricks provided statistics about attendance records of the Food Recovery Network.  A concern is the program isn’t meeting the needs 
of the working poor.  They are not able to come over the noon hour. 
Finance – the next Committee will be in July, 2018. 
Memorials – Camping stipends, totaling $600, have been distributed to Slane McCue, Hannah McCue, Miles McIntyre, Ty McIntyre, 
Damien Nickle and Pete Simpson.  Pastor Kirsten offered to attend a future Committee meeting to help the Memorial Committee deter-
mine items they might want to move forward for session approval.  Also the Committee should think about how much to draw down 
from the Memorial CD when it comes due in September, 2018. 
Presbytery – Commissioner Dennis Day provided a written report.  Highlights included the approval to inquirer status seeking to be-
come a minister of word and sacrament for Hannah Lundberg, member, First Presbyterian Church, Grinnell, Iowa. Ekram Kachu was 
certified “ready” to be ordinated as a minister of word and sacrament and was approved to be installed as ordained pastor of 1st Arabic 
Presbyterian Church of Des Moines. Pastor Nate Williams, former inquirer from our church, preached the sermon during the morning 
worship service.  The five churches with the greatest per member giving for general mission were recognized.  First Presbyterian Church, 
Grinnell, was first with giving per member at $93.46. 
Unfinished Business 
Hosting Presbytery – Char attended the Presbytery meeting on May 15, 2018 in Oskaloosa, IA to observe the details of the day.  Our 
church will host the next Presbytery meeting on Saturday, August 18, 2018.  Char and Donna Ricks will meet later this month to set up a 
spreadsheet of duties and resources.  We will need to recruit persons from the Sunday servant sheet and the hospitality teams. 
New Business 
Communion to Homebound Members – Deacon Selva Lehman assisted Pastor Kirsten. 
Pastor’s Report 
The formation of the Task Force has been slow.  At least half of the persons approached have accepted.  Pastor will be out of the office 
on Mondays during the fall semester.  She will be attending classes at the University of Iowa in Des Moines. 
Pastor wanted the Session to know she met with a reporter from the New York Times Style Section.  The reporter is writing an article on 
“gun towns.”  Pastor shared with the reporter her sermon of a couple years ago. 
 



 

 

FOOD RECOVERY  
NETWORK 

During the summer, we are still 
distributing food, but only on 

Tuesdays.   Three days a week distribution at First 
Presbyterian Church and Saturdays at the Station 
Clubhouse will resume the week of September 3.   

Do something (every day) that will 
lead you (closer) to God.—Pinterest 

THANK YOU! 
 A sincere thank you to all the 
wonderful and talented choir 
members and bell choir mem-

bers for a wonderful season.  It is such a privilege 
to be able to work with all of you.  I am so grateful 
that you are all willing to use your talents every 
week in worship.  Thank you for all your hard 
work, especially with the cantata.  Thanks to one 
and all who played instruments to enhance choir 
songs and preludes, offertories, and postludes.  
Thank you to Susan McIntyre for donating pen-
cils for the whole choir and the anonymous person 
who donated a three whole paper punch.  A spe-
cial thank you to Pastor Kirsten for all of your 
help and guidance from week to week.  Thank you 
Karen Phillips and Sheryl Parmley for getting 
all the information into the bulletin.  I will miss 
having our college students, Sarah Ruiz and Han-
nah Lundberg, next year.  Come back whenever 
you can!   
It is truly a blessing to me to be part of First Pres-
byterian! 
To God Be the Glory! 
-Mary Fopma 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Mission Committee has been meeting regu-
larly to bring focus and clarity to our work.  We 
represent our church members as we plan mission 
which is sustainable and meaningful to the needs 
in our congregation, community, and the world. 
Our meetings have focused on defining our "own 
mission,” clarifying priorities, revising our mis-
sion brochure, and conversations about the work 
of the Food Recovery Network and Friends for 
International Harmony.  Committee members in-
clude David Isch, Tom Moore, Linda Cranston, 
David Cranston, Susan McIntyre, Selva Leh-
man, Al Ricks, Creede McClellan, and Chris 
Day, chair. 
In a report given by the Presbytery's Stewardship 
and Mission Interpretation Committee Grinnell 
First Presbyterian ranks first out of 54 Presbyte-
rian Churches in our Presbytery in per member 
giving to Presbyterian General Mission.  In a total 
congregation of 107 members, we gave 
$10,000.00 (we increased our giving in 
2018.)  Only two other churches gave a total ex-
ceeding this amount. Each of these churches has 
larger congregations of 190 and 183 members.  
We were recognized at the stated Presbytery 
meeting last week, along with Windsor Heights, 
Ankeny, Dallas Center, and Allerton. 
 

100 + PEOPLE SUPPORT LOCAL FOODS 
CONNECTION 

The April 24 meeting of 100 + People Who Care – Grin-
nell resulted in the decision to fund the Local Food Con-
nection with the proceeds from the selection process.  By 
pooling contributions of $ 100 per member, 100 + People 
Who Care – Grinnell will be contributing more than $ 
8,000 to fund Local Food Connection’s important work. 
Local Food Connection is a newer, volunteer-led organi-
zation that seeks to link local food producers to low in-
come clients by offering credits at farmers’ markets, sub-
sidized CSA shares for clients, and bulk deliveries to ser-
vice organizations, such as MICA and Station Club-
house.  Local Food Connection depends on monetary 
contributions to be able to purchase food items from lo-
cal producers at fair-market prices. 
Several members of First Presbyterian are members of 
100 + People Who Care.  The next quarterly meeting 
will be Tuesday, July 24, at 5:30 p.m.  If you’d like to 
learn more, don’t hesitate to visit with Chris or Dennis 
Day, or Donna or Al Ricks. 



 

 

SUNDAY SERVANTS 
JUNE 
 3.  Liturgist: Karla Kriegel 
Greeter: Linda Cranston 
Deacon: Ed Phillips 
Ushers: David Isch, Karen Phillips 
Coffee: Donna Ricks 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: John Martenson 
Nursery Volunteer: Evelyn Freeman 
Communion Servers: Chris Day, Dan McCue 
Offering Counters: Dennis Day, Marta Miller 
10- Liturgist: Selva Lehman 
Greeter: Dennis Day 
Deacon: Paul Parmley 
Ushers: Carey and Joy Krull 
Coffee:  Chrissy Hazlett 
Acolyte: Julio Parmley 
Van Driver: Susan McIntyre 
Nursery Volunteer: Karen Phillips 
Offering Counters: Char Ewan, Dennis Day 
17- Liturgist: Jon Mehlhaus 
Greeter: Marie Eisenman 
Deacon: Chrissy Hazlett 
Ushers: Selva Lehman, Janice Logan 
Coffee: Carolyn Jacobson 
Acolyte: Pete Simpson 
Van Driver: Marta Miller 
Nursery Volunteer: Deb Martenson 
Offering Counters: Char Ewan, Dennis Day 
24- Liturgist: Donna Winburn 
Greeter: Stan Greenwald 
Deacon: Janice Logan 
Ushers: Sara and Slane McCue 
Coffee: Karla Kriegel  
Acolyte: Hannah McCue 
Van Driver: Montie Redenius 
Nursery Volunteer: Emily Moore 
Cake baker: Marlene Peak 
Offering Counters: Dennis Day, Marta Miller 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
      April       Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $15,355 $56,104
 Budgeted  $11,750 $47,000 
 
  Total Income  $17,303 $60,487
 Budgeted  $12,241 $48,966 
 
  Expenses  $12,847 $54,088 
 Budgeted  $12,172 $49,030 

JULY 
 1- Liturgist: Donna Ricks 
Greeter: Art Heimann 
Deacon: Gail Greenwald 
Ushers: Phil McCune, Marta Miller 
Coffee: Carey Krull 
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: Al Ricks 
Nursery Volunteer: Sue Ahrens 
Communion Servers: Char Ewan, Karla Kriegel 
Offering Counters: Emily Moore, TBA 
 8- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Katie Hoisington 
Deacon: Chrissy Hazlett 
Ushers: Marlene and Ray Peak 
Coffee: Selva Lehman 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: David Cranston 
Nursery: Kendall and Zach Nickle 
15- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeters: David Isch 
Deacon: Marlene Peak 
Ushers: Al and Donna Ricks 
Coffee: Janice Logan 
Acolyte:  Hannah McCue 
Van Driver: Marv Doty 
Nursery Volunteer: Meredith Breiting   
22- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeters: Ray Peak 
Deacon: Selva Lehman 
Ushers: Linda Stoll, Rich Thorson 
Coffee: Phil McCune 
Acolyte: Slane McCue 
Van Driver: Karla Kriegel 
Nursery Volunteer: Marlene Peak 
29- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Carey Krull 
Deacon: Janice Logan 
Ushers: Carol and Bob Weisskopf 
Coffee: Marta Miller 
Acolyte: Alana Ferguson 
Van Driver: John Martenson 
Nursery Volunteer: Deb Martenson 
Cake baker: Chris Day 
 

We need each other. 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
1025 Fifth Avenue 
Grinnell  IA  50112 
____________________ 
Return Service Requested 

SUMMER WORSHIP  
The worship time this summer will be 10:30 a.m. and that is 
no change from the rest of the year.  There will be no  
Sunday School or Choir during the summer.  There will not be 
Third Sunday Potlucks in June, July and August. 



 

 

Try to be a rainbow in  
someone’s cloud. 
- Maya Angelou 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  
UPDATE 

Six youth affiliated with First Presbyterian 
Church will be receiving camp stipends from 
the memorial fund of Karen Choate, a firm 
believer in the importance of educating our 

youth.  Proposed by the Memorial Committee and approved by 
the Session, those receiving this stipend for a summer camp are 
Hanna McCue, Slane McCue, Miles McIntyre, Ty McIn-
tyre, Damien Nickle, and Peter Simpson.  Our prayers go 
with you. 

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED FROM ETHIOPIA 
As noted in the last newsletter, the funds channeled through the church to support the Ethiopian 
veterinary medicine project transferred to Mekelle University in Ethiopia on May 1.  These 
funds will be used to help equip new DVM graduates, with the items to be presented to the stu-
dents at their graduation ceremony in June. 
 
Al Ricks received immediate e-mail thank you notes from professors at Mekelle University, 
directed to the University’s “Friends in Iowa.” Dr. Netsanet Berhe, the coordinator of Veteri-
nary Extension projects, responded:  “Thank you for your dedication to support our DVM 
graduating students here in Mekelle University.  We are using the funds for the intended mis-
sion of providing the equipment to the new DVM graduating students… God bless you all!”  
Dr. Birhanu Hadush, Professor of Tropical Diseases and Zoonoses (and one of the Ethiopian 
professors who studied at Iowa State University this past fall) responded:  “Thank you all very 
much!  This is a blessing!  You are reaching to hands and hearts of many Ethiopians.  Wow!  
We will be doing our best to deliver your gifts to the hands of our next generation profession-
als…” 
 
Dr. Birhanu also reported that two professors from Iowa State will be visiting Mekelle Univer-
sity in early June, as part of the international exchange, and four professors from Mekelle have 
applied for the African Scholars Program, in hopes of spending the fall semester at Iowa State. 
 
If you have questions or would like to learn more about the project that links folks in Iowa with 
young veterinarians in Ethiopia, please don’t hesitate to visit with Al.  Thank you for your 
prayer support as an integral component of this mission outreach. 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, HANNAH LUNDBERG! At our last stated Presbytery meeting, Hannah was received as an “Inquirer” by the Des Moines Presbytery.  This is an official designation for those thinking about becoming a Minister of Word and Sacrament in our denomination.   It is the first step (in a LONG proc-ess!) whereby the Presbytery recognizes that someone has the support of a local congre-gation and a sense of call that has been affirmed by their faith community, so is ready to explore ordination with the judicatory.  Hannah will meet with the Committee on Prepa-ration regularly to talk about ordination, what it means to her, and to explore together whether it is the right thing for her and our denomination.  It won’t surprise you to know that she blew them out of the water! ☺    She will have at least a year as an Inquirer, then the Presbytery will decide whether she can be a “Candidate,” a phase that lasts at least two years, ending in ordination if all goes well.  Hannah will attend Union Theological Seminary this Fall, and our congregation will continue to sponsor and support her in this process.   
 

MICA FOOD PANTRY CRITICAL NEED 
Please see the list below of critical need items.  If you choose to make a financial donation, 
please mark your check for the Poweshiek County Food Pantry.  Gift cards are also accepted. 


