
 

  

July 2018                                                                                                                        Kirsten Klepfer, Pastor 

GARDEN OF READIN’…. 
Like you all, I have so many thoughts and feelings as I watch what is happening at the Mexican border right 
now.  As many have pointed out, some of this has been going on for a long time, but there has also been a 
marked change in policy resulting in even more families being separated from each other.  As we talk to one 
another about the state of immigration policy in our country, and work together to care for those who are most 
hurt by it, as Presbyterians, I thought we should hear what the head of our denomination has to say.  So, the 
column this month is brought to you by J Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  
  
As Presbyterians gather for the meeting of our 223rd General Assembly, we are mindful of the many issues of 
justice, peace and compassion we face, both as citizens of the United States and members of the Body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
While we face issues of peace on the Korean peninsula, tragic injustice in the Middle East, and the spectre of 
climate change in our nation and our world, there is nothing of more urgency than the tragedy that is unfolding 
at our borders, where children are ripped from their parents and placed in holding cells, while their frantic par-
ents scream in agony at the separation. 
What has this nation become? How have we wandered so far from Jesus’ kind admonition, “Let the little chil-
dren come to me … for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs”? How can this be happening 
in a nation in which so many claim the traditions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam and the critical importance 
of families to the fabric of our lives together? 
Perhaps the most egregious aspect of this policy is the willingness of the highest legal official of our nation to 
suggest that if a mother has fled violence in her own country to save herself and her children but has not had a 
chance to make a proper petition for safety in the U.S., she should be taught a lesson by having her children 
taken from her. It is almost incomprehensible that these acts should be used as a warning to others who would 
come. 
What makes matters worse is the audacity of quoting the Apostle Paul’s admonition to believers in Romans 
13:1 to obey the law (presumably whatever the law says), while ignoring the higher scriptural demand that 
“love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
The crisis of tens of thousands of desperate people coming to the United States for relief seems almost over-
whelming. But as the officials of our government attempt to address the crisis, we cannot afford to tarnish the 
highest values of our nation. We must not punish desperate parents by tearing their children away from them, 
leaving the parents without access to the children or assurance of their welfare. 
In the name of God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stop! 
In the faith we share,  
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P.M. IN THE A.M. – JULY 14 
Presbyterian Men will meet at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 14, for a fellowship 
breakfast, devotions, and conversation.  Thanks to Darwin Kinne, David 
Isch, and Stan Greenwald for hosting the meeting in June!  With a number of 
families vacationing, attendance was “light” in June, but the food and the con-
versation were great! 
One of the topics for discussion at the July meeting will be the best starting 

time for breakfast.  There has been some conversation that 7:00 may be a bit early.  If you have strong feelings 
related to this question, please either come to breakfast on July 14 or speak with Al Ricks prior to that morning. 

LECTIONARY IN JULY 
July 1 –6th Sunday after Pentecost.  13th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. Lectionary reading: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-
27; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43. 

July 8—7th Sunday after Pentecost.  14th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  Lectionary reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-
10; Psalm 48; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13. 
July 15—8th Sunday after Pentecost.  15th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  Lectionary reading: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 
12b-19; Psalm 24; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29. 
July 22—9th Sunday after Pentecost.  16th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  Lectionary reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; 
Psalm 89:20-37; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-
56. 
July 29—10th Sunday after Pentecost.  17th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time.  Lectionary reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-
15; Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21. 

SAVE THE DATE— WORSHIP IN THE 
PARK—AUGUST 12TH! 

Music, Psalms (both old and new), Food, and Fellow-
ship! 
First Presbyterian will have worship in Central Park, 
downtown Grinnell, on August 12.  We’ll begin at 
10:30, and worship will include a meal (provided).  Dan 
and Sara McCue will lead us in singing hymns, people 
in the congregation will share Psalms, and we’ll enjoy 
the great outdoors.  More information to come in August 
newsletter. 

WANT A COPY? 
Pastor Kirsten’s sermons are avail-
able to you by email.  If you would 

like to sign up for a copy, please contact Sheryl in 
the office.  The sermon is sent out on Tuesday morn-
ings by email. 

 Walk by faith. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION, ETC. 
Pastor Kirsten will be gone on Sunday, July 8th 
performing a wedding for Jenny Peek and Kate 
Mundy in Colorado Springs.  Our guest preacher 
that Sunday will be Rev. Jessica Margrave Schirm, a 
pastor in the United Church of Christ tradition cur-
rently serving as a chaplain at Pella Hospital. 
 
Pastor Kirsten will be on continuing education 
leave from July 23rd – 27th.  She will not miss a Sun-
day, but Rev. Nancy Pick, a retired ELCA minister 
will be the guest preacher on July 29th.  Pastor 
Kirsten, Lydia, and Marta Miller are going to 
Synod School at Buena Vista College in Storm 
Lake. 

No matter how things look right now, 
know that God is still active in our life.  
Stay in peace, and believe that God 
will always be with you in all  

directions.  - Taken from Pinterest 



 

  

Al Ricks for filling in for Mary 
during worship on June 17th. 
Karla Kriegel for volunteering at 
the last minute to cover nursery 
when we were in a bind. 

Ray Peak for his assistance on various facility 
items. 
David Cranston for working on the Heifer 
money tubes. 
 
From time to time, we receive thank you notes 
from people who our church has assisted in some 
way.  Because of confidentiality, we don’t post 
them on the kiosk.  So, we thought we would 
share here a note we received just this week: 
Just a note to let you know how grateful I am for 
the help with my energy bill, also the information 
on food sources.  Thank you! 
We don’t assist people in order to be thanked, 
liked, appreciated, or rewarded.  But, it is nice to 
get notes every once in a while to remind us that 
we really can make a difference in people’s 
lives.  Thanks again to everyone who gave to the 
special offering to help people with utilities. 

TAKE AWAY HUNGER 
Take Away Hunger is an organization that gives 
healthy food to families in need at home, in the 
United States and around the world.  Many organiza-
tions around the Grinnell community support this 
ministry by coming together four times a year to 

package the food that is sent out.  First Presbyterian Church has 
been actively involved in Take Away Hunger since its inception 
here in Grinnell in 2006 and the community together has packaged 
over 700,000 meals.  This includes supporting our packaging teams 
with financial resources that cover the cost of the food.  Each time 
our two church teams participate we have to donate $720.  Thank 
you to all who help make this ministry possible with money and 
time. 

FOOD RECOVERY NETWORK 
Do you know of someone who would benefit from an additional food resource or more 
nutritious meals? The Food Recovery Network can help supplement food at no cost.  
The Food Recovery Network provides nutritious, pre-cooked, high quality meals, and 
much of the food may be frozen for later use.  Food Recovery Network is happening 

each Tuesday from 12:00 to 1:00 at First Presbyterian Church during the summer.  People are encouraged to 
come at 11:30 to sign in. 

A JUNE THANK YOU!  
Thank you to our June coffee and lemonade makers:  
Chrissy Hazlett, Carolyn Jacobson, Karla Kriegel, 
and Donna Ricks Thank you to Marlene 
Peak who provided the yummy birthday 
cake on Birthday Sunday. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
The Presbyterian Women are planning a fall 
fundraiser.  More details to follow in the 
August newsletter. 

 7 PROMISES OF GOD 
1. I will be with you. 
2. I will protect you. 
3. I will be your strength. 
4. I will answer you. 
5. I will provide for you. 
6. I will give you peace. 
7. I will always love you. 
- Taken from Pinterest 

Live with courage. 
Love with faith. 

Laugh with hope. 
-Taken from Pinterest 

Nothing is particularly 
hard if you divide it into 

small jobs.   
- Henry Ford 



 

  

223RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY—2018 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
meets biennially in even-numbered years. It consists of 
commissioners elected by each of its 173 presbyteries. The 
General Assembly is full of activities: business sessions, 
committee meetings, an exhibit hall, daily worship ser-
vices, and mission tours sponsored by the  Committee on 
Local Arrangements.  
The assembly acts on hundreds of items of business, which 
it receives through the reports and recommendations of 
various assembly entities, and through overtures from syn-
ods and presbyteries. 
The 223rd General Assembly is being held in St. Louis, 
Missouri -  June 16 - 23. 

                SUMMER JOY OFFERING! 
During the month of July, we will receive our Summer Joy 
Offering.  This is a special offering of the PCUSA that goes 
to support important ministries in our denomination: 

The Board of Pensions Receives 50 percent of the Offering 
Through the Board of Pensions’ Financial Assistance Pro-
grams, the Joy Offering recognizes the faithfulness of re-
tired church workers by providing funds to help them 
through difficult times. 
To help retired church workers and their surviving spouses, 
the board offers Income Supplements to raise incomes to a 
level where retirees can live modestly and continue to main-
tain their independence. If these individuals’ income does 
not support their housing needs, the board provides them 
Housing Supplements. 
  
Presbyterian Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges Receive 
50 Percent of the Offering  
The Presbyterian Church has long promoted education 
through establishing and supporting racial ethnic schools. 
Joy Offering funds help with basic operating costs in addi-
tion to providing scholarships to deserving students. These 
institutions develop leaders in the church and in society, 
and they enable students to pursue their professional goals. 
All Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)-related schools and col-
leges are open to any qualified student regardless of race. 
For a list of schools supported by the Joy Offering, go to 
http://www.pcusa.org/cjoffering/about.htm.  
  

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR CLEAN-
ING JOBS 

A signup sheet is posted on the church 
kitchen's refrigerator door with cleaning jobs 
which are needing to be done. Please take 
time to look at it, signup, and then indicate 
when you have finished the job. We are hop-
ing all jobs can be done by the end of July. 
THANK YOU in advance for your great 
work. 

RECIPE 
This casserole was served at Amber Marten-
son’s Graduation Party in May.  There has been 
several requests for the recipe.  Thank you to 
Deb Martenson for sharing it. 
 

Biscuits and Gravy Casserole  
1—12 oz tube biscuits 
1 pound sausage 
6 eggs 
1/2 cup milk 
1/2 teaspoon pepper 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 c shredded cheese 
Gravy 
4 T butter 
4 T flour 
2 C milk 
Salt and pepper  
Cut biscuits into pieces and spread in bottom of 
greased glass 9x13 pan.  Cook sausage. Mix 
eggs, milk, salt, and pepper. 
In skillet over medium heat, melt butter, stir in 
flour, salt and pepper. Slowly add 2 cups milk 
and simmer (stir ) until thickened. 
Layer: 
Sausage crumbled on top of biscuits, cheese, 
egg mixture, gravy. 
Bake in a 350 degree oven for 45 minutes. 
Enjoy! 



 

  

 
 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

  1-Ryan Peak 
  5-Dallas Sterk 
  9-Sara McCue 
                            Lydia Klepfer 
           10-Cristy Peak 
           14-Marv Doty 
           15-Montie Redenius 
           16-Rich Thorson 
           22-Adalyn Scheffert 
           25-Miriam Baumann 
                            Jonna German 
           29-Joyce Doonan 
                      31-Saunia Powell 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
Grinnell Regional Hospice offers a Caregiver Support 
Group for anyone caring for an adult loved one.  The 
group provides caregivers with the opportunity to gain 
support, strength and encouragement from each other.  
The group meets the Second Tuesday of each month 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the First Presbyterian Church. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
CHANGES 

This is a reminder to please notify the 
church office of any changes to your Church Directory 
information. Also, remember to update your directory 
with new information listed in the newsletter.  As we 
receive new members we will make a new page to in-
clude them in the Church Directory.  

THANK YOU! 
Thank you so much for the constant support from every-
one! It has really meant a lot through the years.  I would 
also like to thank the Church for the generous donation 
to my education! The money will go towards a laptop 
and school supplies.    
Amber Martenson 

 THANK YOU! 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for the money for camp.  I probably 
wouldn't be able to go without your help.  I would 
like to give my thanks to all the people who raised 
this gift.  I will remember you during camp. 
Miles McIntyre 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
The MICA Food Pantry is in critical need of the fol-
lowing items in regular size containers: 
Pancake syrup 
Jelly – any kind 
Pancake mix (the kind that you add only water to 
the mix) 
Cereal – any kind 
Beans – Kidney Beans, Black Beans, Pork and 
Beans, Green Beans 
Items may be dropped off at MICA Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

SESSION 
The Session minutes will return in August.   

THANK YOU! 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for the $100 for summer camp scholarship 
and the bible! I’m excited for summer camp! Thing 
that I am looking forward to at summer camp is ca-
noeing! Thank you! 
Ty McIntyre 

Faith isn’t a feeling.  It’s a choice 
to trust God even when the road 

ahead seems uncertain.   
- Dave Willis 



 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
Holy Commun-
ion 
Food Pantry 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

2 
7:00 Alanon 

3 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

4 
Office Closed 
for the holiday 
 
 

5 
5:15 Respite 

6 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

7 

8 
Heifer 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

9 
7:00 Alanon 

10 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

11 
6:30 Deacons 

12 
5:15 Respite 
 

13 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

14 
7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Break-
fast 
 
10:00 to 3 p.m. 
Iowa Art 
Quilters 

15 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

16 
7:00 Alanon 

17 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

18 
6:30 Session 

19 
5:15 Respite 

20 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 

21 

22 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
7:00 Alanon 

24 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

25 26 
10:30 Newslet-
ter Mailing 
 
5:15 Respite 

27 
12:00 Lection-
ary Bible Study 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Food Share Set 
Up 

28 
7:00 to 9:00 
a.m. Food 
Share 

29 
Birthday Sun-
day 
 
10:30 Worship 
 
2:00 Turlach 
Ur 

30 
7:00 Alanon 

31 
12:00 Food Re-
covery Network 
 
4:00 Prayer 

    

July 2018 



 

  

SUNDAY SERVANTS 
 
JULY 
 1- Liturgist: Donna Ricks 
Greeter: Art Heimann 
Deacon: Gail Greenwald 
Ushers: Phil McCune, Marta Miller 
Coffee: Carey Krull 
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: Al Ricks 
Nursery Volunteer: Sue Ahrens 
Communion Servers: Char Ewan, Karla Kriegel 
Offering Counters: Emily Moore, TBA 
 8- Liturgist: Montie Redenius 
Greeter: Katie Hoisington 
Deacon: Chrissy Hazlett 
Ushers: Marlene and Ray Peak 
Coffee: Selva Lehman 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: Marta Miller 
Nursery: Kendall and Zach Nickle 
15- Liturgist: Gail Greenwald 
Greeter: David Isch 
Deacon: Marlene Peak 
Ushers: Al and Donna Ricks 
Coffee: Janice Logan 
Acolyte:  Hannah McCue 
Van Driver: Marv Doty 
Nursery Volunteer: Meredith Breiting    
22- Liturgist: Al Ricks 
Greeter: Ray Peak 
Deacon: Janice Logan 
Ushers: Linda Stoll, Rich Thorson 
Coffee: Phil McCune 
Acolyte: Slane McCue 
Van Driver: Karla Kriegel 
Nursery Volunteer: Marlene Peak 
29- Liturgist: Rich Thorson 
Greeter: Carey Krull 
Deacon: Selva Lehman 
Ushers: Carol and Bob Weisskopf 
Coffee: Marta Miller 
Acolyte: Alana Ferguson 
Van Driver: John Martenson 
Nursery Volunteer: Deb Martenson 
Cake baker: Chris Day 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

      May      Year-to-Date  
 Pledge Income  $10,920 $67,024
 Budgeted  $11,750 $58,750 
 
  Total Income  $11,409 $71,897 
 Budgeted  $12,241 $61,208 
 
  Expenses  $12,400 $68,488 
 Budgeted  $12,172 $61,202 

AUGUST 
 5- Liturgist: Char Ewan 
Greeter: Selva Lehman 
Deacon: Mary Lou Doty 
Ushers: Jim Ahrens, Donna Winburn 
Coffee: Emily Moore 
Acolyte: Damien Nickle 
Van Driver: Susan McIntyre 
Nursery Volunteer: Marta Miller 
Communion Servers: Karla Kriegel, Joy Krull 
Offering Counters: Dennis Day and Stan 
Greenwald 
12- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Suzanne Redenius 
Deacon: TBA 
Ushers: Miriam Baumann, Janet Carl 
Coffee: Doty Stoker 
Acolyte: Lydia Klepfer 
Van Driver: Montie Redenius 
Nursery Volunteer: Kendall Nickle, Zach Nickle 
19- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeters: Dallas and Lola Sterk 
Deacon: Janice Logan 
Ushers: Denise and Rich Creps 
Coffee: Donna Winburn  
Acolyte: Pete Simpson 
Van Driver: Al Ricks 
Nursery Volunteer: Marlene Peak 
26- Liturgist: TBA 
Greeter: Elizabeth Trimmer 
Deacon: TBA 
Ushers: David Isch, Marie Eisenman 
Coffee: Chrissy Hazlett 
Acolyte: Hannah McCue 
Van Driver: Marv Doty 
Nursery Volunteer: Pete Simpson 
Cake baker: Janice Logan    

Enjoy the little things! 
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